
 

 

Date:   7th June 2018 

Venue:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi  

Event:  What is Bitcoin and Why It Will Change the World 

Format:  Illustrated Presentation and Invitation to Work 

Instructor: Andrew Thornhill (USA), Co-founder and CEO of Spotcoin (Georgia) 

More information on https://spotcoin.com 

Since his first presentation at the IDS a year and a half ago – on 28.12.2016 on the 

subject of evolution and design of future payment systems, Andrew Thornhill co-

founded Spotcoin with a mission to turn it into “a trusted digital currency provider 

and regional authority on blockchain technology, making the smart economy work 

for everyone through empowerment, transparency, and innovation in the Black Sea 

region and beyond”. Andrew’s presentation, delivered with his now familiar passion 

and sophistication, certainly enlightened those who had never before understood 

how bitcoin works, and probably convinced others to try the technology that already 

promises to revolutionize the payment systems worldwide. After a short introduction 

to remind the auditorium how the money had been created and worked throughout 

the centuries, Andrew drew, with the help of visual instruments and simple data, a 

clear and plain picture how the bitcoin was created and why it differs from the 

conventional currencies.     

Another part of his presentation was to invite the IDS students and possibly the 

faculty members to apply for a job of a graphic designer in Spotcoin with task to 

help create company’s visual communication content according to Spotcoin 

brandbook.  

https://spotcoin.com/


 

 

 

 

Date:   30th April – 24th May 2018 

Venue:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi  

Event:  Can You Weave Glass? 

Format:  Workshop and the IDS Student Competition 

Instructor: Claus Hipp, Honorary professor of GTU (Germany) 

More information on the Munich workshop: https://www.editionvantreeck.com/ 

Can you weave glass? This creative idea competition for the IDS senior bachelor 

(Year 3 and Year 4) and master students was initiated by Prof. Klaus Hipp, who on 

30th April 2018 delivered a fascinating lecture on the work of Gustav van Treeck 

company in Munich, Germany, a stained glass manufacturer with over 130 years of 

history. The company is currently involved in novel exploitation of huge potential 

provided by woven glass. There are objects designed by various artists and made by 

Gustav van Treeck from weaved glass like toys, jewelry, origami items, dress, lamps, 

furniture, or simply pure artefacts. The task given by Prof. Hipp who initiated this 

competition among the IDS students and volunteered to sponsor the travel and stay 

of the two winners to the Munich workshop for a month-long summer practice, was 

to create a functional object made of woven glass nobody thought was possible.  

https://www.editionvantreeck.com/


               
 

As a result of a three week-long effort, the two best works chosen by Prof. Hipp and 

Raphaela Knein, Managing Director of Gustav van Treeck, were the bus stop, a free-

flowing biomorphic structure by Giorgi Bekauri, and the kitchen hummer with woven 

glass head fior meat processing by Ilya Licheli. Both are the first year master 

students of IDS. They travel to Germany in August 2018.  

         

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Date:   27th March 2018 

Venue:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi  

Event:  Practical advice about setting a goal and achieiving a success 

Format:  Lecture   

Instructor: Nino Abazadze, Master Student in Survey Statistics at the University 

of Bamberg, Germany 

Nino Abazadze, the Georgian Master Student in Survey Statistics at the University of 

Bamberg, shared her rich experience of studying and working in an EU country. The 

lecture drew a serious attention from the IDS students who have an ambition to 

continue studies in an EU country and test the working and living environment there. 

A lot of questions were asked and a live discussion held. As well as studying, Nino is 

also a working student at a HiPP company in their purchasing department, and she 

is also writing her master thesis at Kantar.  

In its short history, the IDS has a number of the Erasmus students already sent to 

Europe to continue studies and complete them upon return to Georgia, and also 

visiting Erasmus+ students who complete a semester at the IDS. For all future 

applicants, Nino Abazadze experience shared with openness, honesty and empathy, 



was a revelation that would definitely prompt more IDS students to examine 

themselves in a different cultural environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   19th December 2017 

Venue:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi  

Event:  Making Comics and Graphic Novels 

Format:  Workshop   

Instructor: Damian Wampler, Photographer and Comic Book Writer (USA) 

More information on https://www.facebook.com/sevarawillrise/ and 

https://www.facebook.com/damian.wampler.98  

Eric Binder, the IDS design professor, introduced to the students an American 

photographer and comic book writer Damian Wampler, who is currently residing in 

Georgia as Cultural Affairs Officer at the US Embassy in Tbilisi. Damian was actually 

responsible for introducing to IDS David Mack in the latter’s role as Ambassador for 

https://www.facebook.com/sevarawillrise/
https://www.facebook.com/damian.wampler.98


the US State Dept. It then become apparent that Damian, who had graduated from 

School of Visual Arts in New York City with a Master’s degree in Digital Photography 

and is the author of the 2014 book A Man Named Jay, in 2015 already published the 

first graphic novel of his own: Sevara: Dawn of Hope (Volume 1).   

Damian shared with the IDS students his plans to publish a sequel to the novel, also 

how he works with graphic artists from Indonesia and Spain, and how he wrote a 

three-part guide on writing up effective panel descriptions for the comic book 

scripts.  

For the workshop, he split the IDS students into two groups: those who had 

volunteered to draw were asked to leave the auditorium and those who had stayed 

wrote a short description of what they saw on color pictures of extracts from the 

Superman series Damian gave them. A half a dozen of these descriptions (carrying 

no reference to the Superman) where then given to the free-hand drawing students 

who returned to the auditorium with pencils and papers and quickly visualised what 

they had understood from the wording left by the other group.  

It looked that Damian actually liked the results of this brief experience but we all 

agreed that the students who had seemingly enjoyed the assignment may want to 

continue the workshop, the final results of which may be critically assessed after the 

Christmas break - in a month’s time. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dates:  8th to 15th December, 2017 

Venues:  The Politecnico di Milano (POLIMI) in Milan + Florence / Venice, Italy  

Event:  Project of Conservation of Colonia Elioterapica in Legnano near Milan 

Format:  Joint Workshop between POLIMI and IDS   

Instructors: Nora Lombardini, Associate Professor / Elena Fioretto, 

Polimi, and Nick Shavishvili, IDS  

A travel to Italy by a group of the best students selected form the two of previous 

workshops in Tbilisi (David Mack’s on comic books and Van der Steen / O'Brien’s on 

Tbilisi ethnography) included Milan, Florence and Venice sightseeing, a short visit to 

another leading Italian architecture and design school – IUAV in Venice, a POLIMI 

lecture by Nick Shavishvili titled “Rejecting Traditional City, Fabricating False 

Eclectics: Is There any Hope in a Dystopic Climate of Tbilisi?”, and finally, the two-

day joint workshop on Colonia Elioterapica in Legnano, the example of the Italian 

Modernism of the 1930’s. The BBPR complex has already been the subject of an IDS 

event – the 28th April case study of a possible enhancement of Modern Heritage and 

its environment presented in Tbilisi by Prof. Lombardini and Assist. Fioretto 



As the class at POLIMI is a restoration studio, the project for the workshop was 

chosen as a conservation of the existing building and its re-use. The main issue for 

the students was to conserve, as a historical document, the traces of the past inside 

the building. The plasters on the wall are very damaged, and the red traces by the 

BBPR Group are intangible. The green traces are of the period after the Second 

World War and the black traces are left by a fire. 

During the joint workshop, the IDS students worked with 47 POLIMI students 

divided into 15 groups aiming to assess and possibly define the aesthetic final 

solution for the conservation project. Results were discussed in Milan on 14th 

December during the final session of the workshop, and on 20th December presented 

by the IDS students to their colleagues in Tbilisi. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dates:  6th to 11th November 2017 

Venues:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi, and Rustaveli Theatre 

on 17, Rustaveli Avenue, Tbilisi 

Event:  Ethnographic Journey through Urban Tbilisi/Documentary Filmmaking 

Format:  Joint Workshop between IDS and MARCH (Moscow Architecture 

School) / British Higher School of Art and Design in Moscow  

Instructors: Joseph Van der Steen, and James O'Brien, Architects (UK) 

 

The ethnography of a city is derived from it’s human, historic, climatic and physical 

culture. Using the City Symphony films of the 1920’s (such as Man with a Movie 

Camera, dir. Dziga Vertov, 1929) as a reference, the workshop, initiated by the 

instructors of the two British design schools in Moscow, intended to record, analyse 

and present the relationship between architecture, the city and it’s inhabitants and 

how the film camera can be used as a tool for objective research rather than a 

romanticised narrative. 

The workshop was interested in the integration of ethnographic research into the 

architectural discourse. It became a big success attracting almost 60 students from 

different countries: 16 of them from the two British design schools of Moscow, 

similar number of students from other architectural programs in Tbilisi, and twice as 

much from the IDS. They were split into 15 mixed groups of up to 4 people and, 

since the launch of the workshop, for the next 4 days invaded the city with their 

mobile phones or video cameras. 



Through a detailed and humane understanding of a place and it’s people, their 

history and culture, the workshop had focused on understanding, recording and, on 

11th November, finally presenting a series of 5 minute documentary films stitched 

together as a mosaic representation of urban life, and the ethnography of Tbilisi. 

Through documentation using film and hand drawn site survey plans, the 

relationship between architecture and people, space and place has been explored, 

and how the method of objective looking and study can help shape the manner in 

which we think about, and eventually design in, an urban context that is sensitive 

and responsive to human habits, has been demonstrated.  

The venue for the final presentation of the film was the famous basement café of 

Rustaveli Theatre, the place where almost a century earlier the Georgian artistic 

avant-garde found its space for cultural arguments and discussions and where they 

had left their eternal mark in the form of wall paintings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Date:   24th October 2017 

Venue:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi  

Event:  Portrait Photography 

Format:  Illustrated Lecture and Workshop   

Instructor: Iva Janezashvili, Photographer (Georgia – Austria) 

More information on http://www.ivajanezashvili.com/category/info/ 

 

Gia Javelidze, the IDS lecturer for photography and graphic editors, introduced to 

the students a young Georgian photographer Iva Janezashvili currently residing and 

working in Klagenfurt am Wörthersee, Carinthia, Austria. Traveling in Europe, Iva 

takes portrait, landscape, wildlife and urban photographs on his Nikon D810 and 

exhibits them extensively, while also participating in the annual World Bodypainting 

Festival, the most important Klagenfurt event on the international art and 

photography scene since 1998.  

http://www.ivajanezashvili.com/category/info/


 

Iva’s workshop was preceded by his illustrated lecture in which he quizzed the IDS 

students on their knowledge of photography and shared with them some skills of the 

trade. The workshop itself involved an active IDS student participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dates:  16th to 19th October 2017 

Venue:  IDS, Building 8, GTU, 75 Kostava Street, Tbilisi  

Event:  Workshop: An IDS Student’s Graphic Story for a Comic Book 

Format:  IDS / US Embassy in Tbilisi / NGO "Empower Quest Georgia" 

Instructor: David Mack, Author, Artist, Designer, Illustrator, Director 

More information on https://www.facebook.com/David-Mack-21231086294/?fref=mentions 

It is becoming a good tradition that IDS opens a new year of studies with a 

prominent visitor. David Mack is the Emmy nominated, New York Times Best Selling 

https://www.facebook.com/David-Mack-21231086294/?fref=mentions


Author & Artist of KABUKI comics series, writer of Marvel's Daredevil, cover artist of 

Neil Gaiman's American Gods, and creator of artwork for the opening titles of the 

new Jessica Jones Netflix TV series, as well as illustrator of Fight Club 2 by Chuck 

Palahniuk. Mack visited IDS in his capacity as US Comic Book Ambassador of Arts & 

Story for US State Dept.  

 

Prior to give the IDS students the assignment for his workshop, David spoke about 

his creations. The scope of his work is enormous. For the Oscar-nominated film 

Captain America: The Winter Soldier, he created the art & concept for the titles 

sequence, which received recognition for the Excellence in Titles Design Award. He 

had contributed artwork for the opening titles of Robert Rodriguez's Matador TV 

series, and art (and a cameo role) for the Powers TV series at Sony. He had 

authored the children’s book THE SHY CREATURES, illustrated and designed music 

albums, including work for Paul McCartney, Amanda Palmer, Thomas Jane, Vincent 

D'Onofrio, painted Tori Amos for her RAINN benefit calendars, and directed three 

music videos for Amanda Palmer. David was a storyboard artist for Dead Can Dance 

music video, made designs for toy companies in Hong Kong, animation art for MTV, 

ad campaign for SAKURA art materials, and wrote and designed video game 

characters for film director John Woo and Electronic Arts. He also wrote the 

interactive animated viral promo for Mission Impossible Four, and contributed the 

artwork for Dr. Arun Ghandi’s essay on the Culture of Non-Violence.   



IDS is not the first higher education institution to show interest in David Mack’s 

work. His KABUKI books have been the subject of under-graduate and graduate 

university courses in Art and Literature, and listed as required reading. His work has 

been studied in graduate seminars at USC. He’s lectured at universities and taught 

classes in writing, drawing, and painting all over the world, including an invitation to 

speak at Harvard at their annual Science Fiction Writing convention. In 2012, David 

Mack delivered an inspiring TED Talk. In 2016 the US State Dept. honored Mack as a 

US Comic Book Ambassador selected to travel abroad to teach storytelling in other 

countries as a cultural ambassador, beginning here in Tbilisi. 

The six IDS students who, by 19th October, successfully completed David’s 

assignments, presented him their hand-drawn ideas for comics’ narratives, and 

received his critical acclaim, have been awarded with an IDS-sponsored trip to Italy 

in December - for another workshop.  

 


