
 

 

 

 

To Rector of  St. Andrew The First-Called Georgian University of The Patriarchy of 

Georgia 

Tbilisi  

Republic of Georgia        

 

8 September 2009 

 

Dear Rector of  St. Andrew The First-Called Georgian University of The Patriarchy of 

Georgia 

 

 

This letter is to establish cooperation between the Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and 

Planetary Sciences, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), USA and the Faculty 

of Physics and Mathematical Sciences, St. Andrew The First-Called Georgian University 

of The Patriarchy of Georgia to undertake a joint study of crustal deformation in the 

territory of Georgia using the Global Positioning System (GPS).  

 

As part of this joint research effort, we plan a repeat GPS survey of approximately 6 – 7 

GPS survey sites during September 2009.  For this survey, MIT will provide a complete 

GPS system that I will bring with me and take back following the observations. The MIT 

side will also provide funds to cover all the costs of the survey work in Georgia, 

including travel and living costs fro all participants.   

 

We request from St. Andrew The First-Called Georgian University of The Patriarchy of 

Georgia, assistance with organizing survey logistics, and personnel to carryout the 

fieldwork along with me (I will provide training in Tbilisi prior to the survey). We expect 

that the fieldwork will require around 2 weeks to complete, and hope to schedule the 

work during 13 – 26 September 2009. 

 

Dr. of Phys.-Math. Sciences, Manana Kachakhidze, will head the project on the St. 

Andrew The First-Called Georgian University of The Patriarchy of Georgia side.  Other 

members of this group who will participate in the project include, Dr. of Phys.-Math. 

Sciences, Nino Kachakhidze, Mr. Aleksandre Ustiashvili and Mr. Tariel Ustiashvili. 

 

By contributing to the planned survey, participants from St. Andrew The First-Called 

Georgian University of The Patriarchy of Georgia will be full partners in the broader MIT 

Caucasus Geodynamics Project.  They will be provided opportunities to participate in 

future papers and presentations that include data from this survey.  Furthermore, they will 

be invited to participate in future GPS survey work in Georgia and surrounding areas, as 

well as opportunities for training in GPS technology at MIT.  All results from this survey 

will be made available to participants immediately following acquisition (including all 

raw and analyzed data).  We emphasize that the results of this study will provide 

quantitative information on the distribution in space and time of active strain 



 

accumulation in Georgia and as such will be directly relevant to estimating earthquake 

hazards and mitigating the impact of future events. Furthermore, the GPS technology that 

will be provided to our Georgian collaborators has wide scientific, engineering, and 

surveying applications that we expect will prove increasingly important in the future.   

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dr. Robert Reilinger 

Principal Research Scientist 

Caucasus GPS Project Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


