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Project Summary

The subject of the research is the study of the problem of ethnic and religious minorities, national movement and national
identity in the soviet period. The Georgian environment of the Soviet times during 1921-1991 will be presented via revealing
different markers of national identity, the study of various social classes and their role in national-liberation movement and
minority issues. The challenges of the epoch and tendencies necessitate comprehensive approach to the questions and often,
the results will influence the development of adjacent sciences. The outcomes of the project could be reflected in different fields
of science, be it social, political or some other. Firstly, the results of the project will be rather important for historical sciences. The
history of Soviet regime embraces the period of 1921-1991, characterized by the uniform policy and ideology; however, it seems
so from the first view; in reality they have undergone the definite ways of development. New ideas and ideologies originate and
change throughout centuries. Attitudes towards historical facts and the style of their comprehension also change. Each epoch
has its own challenges and tendencies. The Soviet policy was directed towards sovietization of the states under the Russian rule.
For this purpose, both ideological and practical struggles were carried out. Similar was the situation in Soviet Georgia. The
events, which had place in the period of 1921-1991, have often become the objects of scientific research and there is immense
specialist literature in this regard. However, the time transforms the attitudes towards the facts, evaluation trends also change,
and in a concrete period, it becomes necessary to reconsider and reveal the tabooed facts of history. The ideological survivals
of the Soviet system still affect the mentality of the part of the post-Soviet society. This situation is favored by unilateral coverage
of the information and the ignorance of definite historical sources by the wide circles of the society. The monographs of the
Soviet times are mainly subjective and correspond to the standards of the ideology of the epoch. Against this background, it will
be necessary to define and evaluate how different social layers or groups, ethnic or religious minorities enter into the new
space. What the forms of the national-liberation movement were and how Georgia responded to the new challenges. The
project will fully represent each category and unlike existing studies, it will be directed at exposing the social perceptions. The
struggle of the Georgians against the soviet regime and the Georgian national liberation movement will be studied in the
project. The research will be divided into some periods.Initially the position of different social classes towards the libertion
movement will be presented, seperate place will be determined to the legal and illegal forms of the movement, the
underground movement , evolution of dissident ideas. Special interest will be paid to the role and place of ethnic and religious
minorities of Georgia in familiarizing the common Georgian problems and sociopolitical opinion towards the movement will be
evaluated. Attention will be paid to the disposition of Georgian emigrans and the forms of their participation in anti-Soviet
movement, the contribution of those people who sacrificed themselves to the struggle for the Georgia’s freedom.The methods
and ways of the struggle of the state against the national movement, activities of secret service and repressions will be shown.


