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From the editor

The constitution, as the basic legal document of the country, is the high-
est measure of action of each member of the state government, therefore
it is important that all citizens of the country share its spirit, regardless of
their age.

Ilustrated version of the Children's Constitution of Georgia was creat-
ed by professors and teachers involved in one of the distinguished projects
"Rights of Children" implemented at our faculty. Constitution of Children
is dedicated to future generation and it will greatly facilitate the formation
of young people oriented on the values of Constitution.

The Constitution deals with all the rights and freedoms recognized
by democratic states and international law. The constitution is the desk
book of the future generation. They will undoubtedly pay attention to the
norms relating to human dignity and honor. Freedom of choice of educa-
tion and its form.

The goal of the project participants was to inform majority of the public
with information about the basic issues, that determine the existence of
an individual and society as a whole. The young generation represents the
future of the country. And that's why it's important for them to know the
basic law - the Constitution of Georgia in the age of adolescence.

In contrast to the previous editions, the present constitution includes
new illustrations prepared by the artist, focused on protection of funda-
mental human rights and freedoms. The state is the mechanism for pro-
viding human freedom. It is created for human and not vice versa. This
fundamental principal is darkly highlighted in the constitution of chil-
dren. Moreover, the purpose of the project is to bring the main legislative
act of Georgia to the younger generation with the most understandable
language and method. We are delighted that, as a result of the creative
work of the project participants, the future generation will be able to get
acquainted with the children's constitution, to understand the essence
and purpose of individual norms, draw a parallel to their daily life, and
make often incomprehensible, legal provisions of the constitution as part
of their own life.

Irakli Gabisonia
Professor, Dean of GTU Faculty of Law and
International Relations
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Foreword

It is well known, that the constitution is a necessary sign of the
modern civilized world. There is no state which does not have a constitu-
tion. The Constitution is the law of laws that reflects our daily lives, reality,
certain regulations of live social events. In the nineteenth century German
philosopher Ferdinand Lassalle responded gloriously: "What is the consti-
tution? ... Constitution - this is merchants, bankers, you, me, constitution,
cannons and butter".

The Constitution adopted on 21 February 1921 in the First Re-
public of Georgia provided all other subsequent acts on the principles of
this Constitution, based on its historical and legal heritage, more or less
helped to create a more comprehensive constitutional landscape. In this
regard, the Constitution of 24 August 1995 has the particular importance,
the new edition (2018) of which is reflected in the present work. As the
first text of this constitution, as well as the next revisions claim that they
are the basis for the creation of a genuine democratic society and a decent
integration into the international community.

The development of humanity has shown that the child needs
special protection and care, especially for his/her physical and mental
characteristics, and Georgia is a participant of many international agree-
ments, which serve to carry out this task, to commemorate such agree-
ments of international law on November 20, 1989, "Convention on the
Rights of the Child". In addition to the obligations under this and other
international acts, child rights in Georgia are protected by law. Paragraph
2 of Article 30 of the Constitution of Georgia ("Right to marriage, mater-
nal and child rights") states: "Children's rights are protected by law". Ac-
cording to the one international Agreement, the child should be prepared
to live independently in society, he/she should be brought up in the spirit
of a loyalty of peace, individual dignity, equality of freedom and solidarity.

We hope that the publication of the text of the Constitution, the
understanding and protection of its principles and norms will contribute
to the achievement of these ideals.

Avtandil Demetrashvili
Professor of Law and International Faculty of GTU,
Doctor of Law
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Foreword

First of all, I would like to point out that it is a great honor for me
to review this publication. I am grateful to young professors and teachers
of the Faculty of Law and International Relations of the Georgian Tech-
nical University, who are united in the project " Rights of Children" and
decided to create this interesting and highly relevant publication. The
Constitution is a biography of life and development of the nation, well
expressing the state character, its values and imaginations, its spiritual
identity. The Constitution is a combination of the basic rules of life of
our state and people. The constitution of the country is an artifact of its
time and epoch, a law concerning the "life" of the country. With the aim
to make learning process more interesting and focused on young people,
who represent the future of our country, who will definitely be involved in
the formation of the country's policy and the solution of important state
issues, an illustrated version of the Constitution of Georgia is an import-
ant precondition.

It will not be exaggerated if we say that the constitutional law in
Georgia covers vital issues. On the background of global, legal and politi-
cal reforms in the country, there is a great deal of work on the new edition
of the constitution for the democratic development of the country based
on the idea of human dignity as the supreme value. This establishes a new
European type of parliamentary governance with strong parliament, an
effective government, independent judiciary and a non-party president.
This is the main characteristic of the new constitution. I am convinced
that the illustrated Constitution of Georgia will become a desk book for
government and civil society representatives, lawyers, journalists and all
those people who are oriented on youth development and are engaged in
the strengthening of democracy in Georgia

Vakhtang Zhvania
Assistant of Faculty of Law and
International Relations of GTU
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CONSTITUTION OF GEORGIA

We, the citizens of Georgia — whose firm will it is to establish a dem-
ocratic social order, economic freedom, and a legal and a social state;
to secure universally recognised human rights and freedoms; and to
enhance state independence and peaceful relations with other peoples
- drawing on the centuries-old traditions of the statehood of the Geor-
gian nation and the historical and legal legacy of the Constitution of
Georgia of 1921, proclaim this Constitution before God and the nation.
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Chapter One
General Provisions

Article 1. State sovereignty

1. Georgia is an independent, unified and indivisible state as confirmed
by the Referendum of 31 March 1991 held in the entire territory of the
country, including the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of Abkhazia
and the former Autonomous Region of South Ossetia, and by the Act of
Restoration of State Independence of Georgia of 9 April 1991.

2. The territory of the state of Georgia was determined on 21 Decem-
ber 1991. The territorial integrity of Georgia and the inviolability of the
state border is confirmed by the Constitution and laws of Georgia, and
recognised by the world community of nations and by international or-
ganisations. The alienation of the territory of the state of Georgia shall be
prohibited. The state border may be changed only by a bilateral agreement
with a neighbouring state.

Article 2 . State symbols

1. ‘Georgia’ is the name of the state of Georgia.

2. Thilisi is the capital of Georgia.

3. The official language of Georgia shall be Georgian, and, in the Autono-
mous Republic of Abkhazia, also Abkhazian. The official language is pro-
tected by the organic law.

4. The state flag, the coat of arms, and the anthem of Georgia are estab-
lished by the organic law, which shall be revised in accordance with the
procedure established for revising the Constitution.
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Article 3 . Democracy

1. Georgia is a democratic republic.

2. People are the source of state authority. People exercise power through
their representatives, as well as through referendums and other forms of
direct democracy.

3. No one shall have the right to seize power. The current term of a body
elected in general elections shall not be extended or reduced by the Con-
stitution or law.

4. Political parties shall participate in the formation and exercise of the
political will of the people. The activities of political parties shall be based
on the principles of freedom, equality, transparency, and intra-party de-
mocracy.

Article 4 . Legal state

1. Georgia is a legal state.

2. The State acknowledges and protects universally recognised human
rights and freedoms as eternal and supreme human values. While exercis-
ing authority, the people and the State shall be bound by these rights and
freedoms as directly applicable law. The Constitution shall not deny other
universally recognised human rights and freedoms that are not explicitly
referred to herein, but that inherently derive from the principles of the
Constitution.

3. State authority shall be exercised based on the principle of the separa-
tion of powers.

4. State authority shall be exercised within the ambit of the Constitution
and law. The Constitution of Georgia shall be the supreme law of the State.
General rules for the adoption and issuance of legislative and other nor-
mative acts, and their hierarchy, shall be determined by the organic law.
5. The legislation of Georgia shall comply with the universally recognised
principles and norms of international law. An international treaty of Geor-
gia shall take precedence over domestic normative acts unless it comes
into conflict with the Constitution or the Constitutional Agreement of
Georgia.

Republic - the form
of state governance,
whereby the high-
est power belongs
to persons or bodies
elected for a certain
period of time.

Democracy “Dem-
os Kratos” - Peo-
ples rule. The form
of governance, in
which the state
is ensured by the
state government
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Article 5. Social state

1. Georgia is a social state.

2. The State shall take care of strengthening the principles of social justice,
social equality and social solidarity within the society.

3. The State shall take care of the equitable socio-economic and demo-
graphic development on the entire territory of the country. Special condi-
tions for the development of high mountain regions shall be determined
by law.

4. The State shall take care of human health care and social protection, en-
suring the subsistence minimum and decent housing, and protecting the
welfare of the family. The State shall promote the employment of citizens.
Conditions for providing the subsistence minimum shall be determined
by law.

5. The State shall take care of environmental protection and the rational
use of natural resources.

6. The State shall take care of the protection of national values, identity
and cultural heritage, and of the development of education, science and
culture.

7. The State shall take care of the development of sports, establishing a
healthy lifestyle, and engaging children and youth in physical education
and sports.

8. The State shall take care of maintaining and developing connections
with the homeland for Georgian compatriots residing abroad.

Article 6. Economic freedom

1. Economic freedom is recognised and guaranteed.

2. The State shall take care of developing a free and open economy, and
free enterprise and competition.

3. Abolishing the universal right to private property shall be prohibited.
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Article 7. Basis of territorial arrangement

1. The following shall fall within the exclusive competence of the supreme
state authorities of Georgia:

a) legislation on human rights, Georgian citizenship, migration, entry into
and exit from the country, and the temporary or permanent stay of aliens
and stateless persons in Georgia;

b) criminal, penitentiary, civil, intellectual property, administrative, la-
bour and procedural legislation; legislation pertaining to land, minerals,
and other natural resources; pharmaceutical legislation; legislation on
obtaining the status of educational institution, and on accreditation, and
academic degrees; and legislation on the National Academy of Sciences;
c) foreign policy and international relations; foreign trade, customs and
tariff regimes;

d) state defence, military industry and arms trade; issues relating to war
and truce; determining and introducing the legal regime of a state of
emergency and martial law; the armed forces; courts and prosecution;
state security; criminal police and investigation; the status, regime and
protection of the state border; and a cordon sanitaire on the border;

e) state finances and state loans; the printing and emission of money; and
legislation on banking, credit, insurance, tax and trade of national signif-
icance;

f) railways and motor roads of national significance; the integrated en-
ergy system and regime; communications; the status and protection of
territorial waters, airspace, the continental shelf and the exclusive eco-
nomic zone; aviation; the merchant fleet; ensigns; harbours of national
significance; fishing in oceans and high seas; meteorology; environmental
monitoring systems; standards and models; geodesy and cartography; de-
termining the precise time; and state statistics.

Emission - banking and
treasury tickets, paper mon-
ey and securities issuance.
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2. The powers of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia and the Autono-
mous Republic of Ajara, and procedures for exercising such powers shall
be determined by the constitutional laws of Georgia that are an integral
part of the Constitution of Georgia.

3. The state territorial arrangement of Georgia shall be revised by a con-
stitutional law of Georgia on the basis of the principle of the separation of
powers after the complete restoration of the jurisdiction of Georgia over
the entire territory of the country.

4. The citizens of Georgia shall regulate affairs of local importance through
local self-government in accordance with the legislation of Georgia. The
separation of the powers of state authority and self-governing units is
based on the principle of subsidiarity. The State ensures that the financial
resources of self-governing units correspond with their powers as deter-
mined by the organic law.

5. An exclusive economic zone shall be established in Anaklia on the basis
of the organic law, where a special legal regime shall apply. Other exclusive
economic zones with special legal regimes may also be established on the
basis of the organic law.

Article 8. Relationship between the State and the Apostolic Autoceph-
alous Orthodox Church of Georgia

Along with freedom of belief and religion, the State shall recognise the
outstanding role of the Apostolic Autocephalous Orthodox Church of
Georgia in the history of Georgia, and its independence from the State.
The relationship between the state of Georgia and the Apostolic Auto-
cephalous Orthodox Church of Georgia shall be determined by a consti-
tutional agreement, which shall be in full compliance with the universally
recognised principles and norms of international law in the area of human
rights and freedoms.

The principle
of subsidiar-
ity - ensures
that the de-
cision made
in the EU
reflects  the
desire  and
opinion  of
each citizen
to maximally
reflect.
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Chapter Two
Fundamental Human Rights

Article 9 . Inviolability of human dignity

1. Human dignity shall be inviolable and shall be protected by the State.
2. Torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, and the use of inhuman or
degrading punishment shall be prohibited.

Article 10. Rights to life and physical integrity

1. Human life shall be protected. The death penalty shall be prohibited.
2. The physical integrity of a person shall be protected.

Article 11. Right to equality

1. All persons are equal before the law. Any discrimination on the grounds
of race, colour, sex, origin, ethnicity, language, religion, political or other
views, social affiliation, property or titular status, place of residence, or on
any other grounds shall be prohibited.

2. In accordance with universally recognised principles and norms of in-
ternational law and the legislation of Georgia, citizens of Georgia, regard-
less of their ethnic and religious affiliation or language, shall have the right
to maintain and develop their culture, and use their mother tongue in
private and in public, without any discrimination.

3. The State shall provide equal rights and opportunities for men and wom-
en. The State shall take special measures to ensure the essential equality of
men and women and to eliminate inequality.

4. The State shall create special conditions for persons with disabilities to
exercise their rights and interests.
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Article 12. Right to free personal development
Everyone has the right to the free development of their personality.
Article 13. Human liberty

1. Human liberty shall be protected.

2. The deprivation or other restrictions of liberty shall only be permitted
on the basis of a court decision.

3. An official authorised by law may arrest a person in cases defined by
law. An arrestee shall be brought before a court of competent jurisdiction
no later than 48 hours after being arrested. If the court does not adjudi-
cate upon detention or any other restriction of liberty within the next 24
hours, the person shall be released immediately.

4. A person shall be informed of his/her rights and grounds for arrest
immediately upon being arrested. A person may request the assistance of
a lawyer immediately upon being arrested. This request must be satisfied.
5. The detention period for an accused person shall not exceed 9 months.
6. A violation of the requirements of this article shall be punished by law.
A person whose liberty has been restricted unlawfully shall have the right
to compensation.

Article 14. Freedom of movement

1. Everyone lawfully staying in Georgia shall have the right to move freely
within the territory of the country, to choose a place of residence freely
and to leave Georgia freely.

2. These rights may only be restricted in accordance with law, for ensur-
ing national security or public safety, protecting health or administering
justice, insofar as is necessary in a democratic society.

3. A citizen of Georgia shall be able to enter Georgia freely.

riGEORG —
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% According to the Constitution of Georgia, ,)

you have the right to free movement.

An accused person - is
deemed to have been
charged with an inqui-
ry by the investigator
or prosecutor on his /
her charge.

27



dqbemo 15. Sotsmo s axsbamo (3Beghgdols, 3omspo baghobs ©s -
6ogozool bgmBgnbgdmemdals mgmadgdo

1. 303305601 306rs@o ©s Mxsbado (3bm3z090s bgmBgmbadgmos. 33 Mgrgdols
Fgbonegs ©sbsdzq60s FbmmmeE 396mbals Fqlsdsdols, egdm 3@sdomnm bsbm-
390m9d580 sy30magdgmo Labgemdfogm 6 Lebmgsemgd®ogo glsg®anbemgdols
B n639mygmezols 86 Lbgems gagmgdgdol ws;z30l dobboo.

2. 5830560l Sotswo Loghig s gmdnbogsos bgemdgnbgdgemoas. stsgals
3d3b mumgds Fgzoegl Lszbmggdgem 36 Lbgs dgmmdgmemdsdo dgmmdgmo
3060l 6980L  Lefobssmdpgame, sa®gmgg Rssemml Bbéggs. 3 mgmgdsms
Fgbomegs ©sbsdzq60s Fbmmme 396mbals Fqlsdsdols, egdm 3@sdomnm bsbm-
390m9d580 sy30magdgemo Labgemdfogm 6 Lebmgsemgd®ogo glsg®anbmgdols
b nb39mygmezols b Lbgsms mgmgdgdol @330l dobbom, Lsbsdstrommels
39057 y3980mgd00 6 ol 3569393, gobmbom gemzgsmolffobgdnmo asesnwg-
dgmo  3730@9dmmdolsl.  gs@snEgdgmo  s30mgdmmdolsl megmagdol 9b-
30l dglobgd s6emaz0s6ql 24 Lssmols bos g36mdcmls Lsbsds®romamls,
O@dgmoi Ibemogzol 396mbog@gdsl  sslgn@gdl dodsrmgzowsd sGsmaz0-
369L 24 Lssoolbs.

dqbemo 16. Af3560L, spmdbstrgdenmdols @s bobrabols msgolbmgmgdgdo

1. 939 8033036L 33l @Fdgbols, smdbsmgdemmdols ©s Lobeolol msgoly-
Broads-

2. 83 pmgdsms Igbonegs ©sbedzgdos Ibmmme  36mbols  Fglsdsdobsw,
©gdm s onm Lsbmgsmgdsda smomgdgmo  Lsbmgsemgddogo glsg®nb-
0980l bOb3amymngol, xs6dGmgmmdol o6 Tbgsms mgmgdgdol ©s;30l
dobboo.

3. od3g0gmos  sesdnsbols ©g36s GFIgbols, smdbstgdemmdals 36 Loboolbols
3330, 3369m39 dobo 0dnmgds 3sdmm3sl msgobo Ygbgrommagds dse dglsbgd.

3qbma 17. sB60l, 0bgm®ds300l, dskmdGoge abgm®dsizaol bsdnsmadsms ©s
abg g6yl megolinamgdols Mogmadgdo

L. sbmols s dobo asdmbsBzol msgalinnmgds ©snmos. Es78378qmos
300830360 9365 sBGOLs s dolo gedmbaBzol godm.

2. ymzggen s@s30sbl 543l mogemgds msgalinsmee doopels s ass3dgmels
0bgm@ds(300.

3. 3sbmd6030 063mE3s300L beBmamgdado msgolmagsmos. (396t s ©sm839-
dgmos. LabgemdGogml o6 (3omggnm 30698l oG sz dsbmdGogo 0bgem®-
333001 86 dolo gog@(39mgdals LaBmemgdsms dmbmdmmobszools famgds.

28



Article 15. Rights to personal and family privacy, personal space and
privacy of communication

1. Personal and family life shall be inviolable. This right may be restricted
only in accordance with law for ensuring national security or public safety,
or for protecting the rights of others, insofar as is necessary in a democrat-
ic society.

2. Personal space and communication shall be inviolable. No one shall
have the right to enter a place of residence or other possessions, or to
conduct a search, against the will of the possessor. These rights may be
restricted only in accordance with law for ensuring national security or
public safety, or for protecting the rights of others, insofar as is necessary
in a democratic society, based on a court decision or without a court de-
cision in cases of urgent necessity provided for by law. In cases of urgent
necessity, a court shall be notified of the restriction of the right no later
than 24 hours after the restriction, and the court shall approve the lawful-
ness of the restriction no later than 24 hours after the submission of the
notification.

Article 16. Freedom of belief, religion and conscience

1. Everyone has freedom of belief, religion and conscience.

2. These rights may be restricted only in accordance with law for ensuring
public safety, or for protecting health or the rights of others, insofar as is
necessary in a democratic society.

3. No one shall be persecuted because of his/her belief, religion or con-
science, or be coerced into expressing his/her opinion thereon.

Article 17. Rights to freedom of opinion, information, mass media and
the internet

1. Freedom of opinion and the expression of opinion shall be protected.
No one shall be persecuted because of his/her opinion or for expressing
his/her opinion.

2. Every person has the right to receive and impart information freely.

3. Mass media shall be free. Censorship shall be inadmissible. Neither the
State nor individuals shall have the right to monopolise mass media or the
means of dissemination of information.
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4. Everyone has the right to access and freely use the internet.

5. The restriction of these rights may be allowed only in accordance with
law, insofar as is necessary in a democratic society for ensuring nation-
al security, public safety or territorial integrity, for the protection of the
rights of others, for the prevention of the disclosure of information rec-
ognised as confidential, or for ensuring independence and impartiality of
the judiciary.

6. The independence of the public broadcaster from state agencies and
its freedom from political and substantial commercial influence shall be
ensured by law.

7. The institutional and financial independence of the national regulatory
body - established to protect media pluralism and the exercise of free-
dom of expression in mass media, prevent the monopolisation of mass
media or means of dissemination of information, and protect the rights of
consumers and entrepreneurs in the field of broadcasting and electronic
communications — shall be guaranteed by law.

Article 18. Rights to fair administrative proceedings, access to public
information, informational self-determination, and compensation for
damage inflicted by public authority

1. Everyone has the right to a fair hearing of his/her case by an adminis-
trative body within a reasonable time.

2. Everyone has the right to be familiarised with information about him/
her, or other information, or an official document that exists in public
institutions in accordance with the procedures established by law, unless
this information or document contains commercial or professional se-
crets, or is acknowledged as a state secret by law or in accordance with
the procedures established by law as necessary in a democratic society to
ensure national security or public safety or to protect the interests of legal
proceedings.

Immediately give me all
the information that is on me. Unfortunately it is unacceptable

because it contains professional secrets.
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3. The information contained in official records pertaining to an individu-
al’s health, finances or other personal matters shall not be made available
to anyone without the consent of the individual, except as provided for by
law and as is necessary to ensure national security or public safety, or to
protect public interests and health or the rights of others.

4. Everyone shall be entitled to full compensation, through a court, for
damage unlawfully inflicted by the bodies of the state, the autonomous re-
publics and local self-governments, or their employees, from state funds,
the funds of the autonomous republics or the funds of local self-govern-
ments, respectively.

Article 19. Right to property

1. The right to own and inherit property shall be recognised and guaran-
teed.

2. This right may be restricted in cases defined by law and in accordance
with the established procedure for the public interest.

3. The expropriation of property shall be admissible in cases of pressing
social need as directly provided for by law, based on a court decision or in
the case of urgent necessity established by the organic law, provided that
preliminary, full and fair compensation is paid. Compensation shall be
exempt from any taxes and fees.

4. As a resource of special importance, agricultural land may be owned
only by the State, a self-governing unit, a citizen of Georgia or an associ-
ation of citizens of Georgia. Exceptional cases may be determined by the
organic law, which shall be adopted by a majority of at least two thirds of
the total number of the Members of Parliament.

Article 20. Freedom of creativity, cultural heritage

1. Freedom of creativity shall be guaranteed. The right to intellectual
property shall be protected.

2. Interference in the creative process and censorship in the field of cre-
ative activities shall be inadmissible.
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3. The dissemination of a creative work may be prohibited only based on
a court decision where such dissemination violates the rights of others.

4. Everyone has the right to take care of protecting cultural heritage. Cul-
tural heritage shall be protected by law.

Article 21. Freedom of assembly

1. Everyone, except those enlisted in the Defence Forces or bodies respon-
sible for state and public security, shall have the right to assemble publicly
and unarmed, without prior permission.

2. The law may establish the necessity of prior notification of authorities if
an assembly is held on a public thoroughfare.

3. Authorities may terminate an assembly only if it assumes an unlawful
character.

Article 22. Freedom of association

1. Freedom of association shall be guaranteed.
2. An association may only be dissolved by its own or a court decision in
cases defined by law and in accordance with the established procedure.

Article 23. Freedom of political parties

1. Citizens of Georgia shall have the right to form a political party and
participate in its activities in accordance with the organic law.

2. The political party membership of persons enlisted in the Defence Forc-
es or bodies responsible for state and public security, and those appointed
as judges, shall be ceased.
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3. The establishment and activity of a political party that aims to over-
throw or forcibly change the constitutional order of Georgia, infringe on
the independence or violate the territorial integrity of the country, or that
propagates war or violence or incites national, ethnic, provincial, reli-
gious or social strife, shall be inadmissible. The establishment of a political
party on a territorial principle shall be inadmissible.

4. The prohibition of a political party shall be admissible only by decision
of the constitutional court, in cases defined by the organic law and in ac-
cordance with the established procedure.

Article 24. Electoral right

1. Every citizen of Georgia who has attained the age of 18 shall have the
right to participate in referendums and elections of the bodies of the state,
autonomous republics and local self-governments. The free expression of
the will of a voter shall be guaranteed.

2. A citizen who, following a court judgment, is serving a sentence for a
particularly serious crime in a penitentiary institution, or who has been
recognised by a court decision as a beneficiary of support and admitted to
an inpatient care facility, shall not have the right to participate in elections
and referendums.

Article 25. Right to hold public office

1. Every citizen of Georgia shall have the right to hold any public office if
the individual meets the requirements established by legislation. Condi-
tions for civil service shall be determined by law.

2. The office of the President, the Prime Minister and the Chairperson of
the Parliament of Georgia may not be held by a citizen of Georgia who is
simultaneously the citizen of a foreign country.
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Article 26. Freedom of labour, freedom of trade unions, right to strike
and freedom of enterprise

1. Freedom of labour shall be guaranteed. Everyone has the right to freely
choose their employment. The right to safe working conditions and other
labour rights shall be protected by the organic law.

2. Everyone has the right to establish and join trade unions in accordance
with the organic law.

3. The right to strike shall be recognised. The conditions and procedures
for exercising this right shall be determined by the organic law.

4. Freedom of enterprise shall be guaranteed. Monopolistic activities shall
be prohibited, except in cases permitted by law. Consumer rights shall be
protected by law.

Article 27. Right to education and academic freedom

1. Everyone has the right to receive education and the right to choose the
form of education they receive.

2. Pre-school education shall be guaranteed in accordance with the pro-
cedures established by law. Elementary and basic education shall be com-
pulsory. General education shall be fully funded by the State, in accor-
dance with the procedures established by law. Citizens shall have the right
to state-funded vocational and higher education, in accordance with the
procedures established by law.

3. Academic freedom and the autonomy of higher educational institu-
tions shall be guaranteed.

Article 28. Right to the protection of health

1. The right of a citizen to affordable and quality health care services shall
be guaranteed by law.

2. The State shall exercise control over all health care institutions and the
quality of medical services, and shall regulate the production and circula-
tion of pharmaceuticals.
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Article 29. Right to environmental protection

1. Everyone has the right to live in a healthy environment and enjoy the
natural environment and public space. Everyone has the right to receive
full information about the state of the environment in a timely manner.
Everyone has the right to care for the protection of the environment. The
right to participate in the adoption of decisions related to the environment
shall be ensured by law.

2. Environmental protection and the rational use of natural resources shall
be ensured by law, taking into account the interests of current and future
generations.

Article 30. Right to marry, rights of mothers and children

1. Marriage, as a union of a woman and a man for the purpose of found-
ing a family shall be based on the equality of rights and the free will of
spouses.

2. The rights of mothers and children shall be protected by law.

Article 31. Procedural rights

1. Every person has the right to apply to a court to defend his/her rights.
The right to a fair and timely trial shall be ensured.

2. Every person shall be tried only by a court that has jurisdiction over
the case.

3. The right to defence shall be guaranteed. Everyone has the right to
defend his/her rights before a court in person or through a lawyer, or
through a representative in cases defined by law. The unrestricted exercise
of the rights of a lawyer, as well as the right of lawyers to self-organisation,
shall be guaranteed by law.

4. The defendant shall have the right to request that his/her witnesses be
called and interrogated under the same conditions as the witnesses of the
prosecution.
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5. A person shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty, in accordance
with the procedures established by law and the court’s judgment of con-
viction that has entered into legal force.

6. No one shall be obliged to prove his/her innocence. The burden of proof
shall rest with the prosecution.

7. A decision to commit an accused for trial shall be based on a reasonable
belief, and a judgment of conviction shall be based on incontrovertible
evidence. Any suspicion that cannot be proved in accordance with the
procedures established by law shall be resolved in the defendant’s favour.
8. No one shall be convicted again for the same crime.

9. No one shall be held responsible for an action that did not constitute an
offence at the time when it was committed. No law shall have retroactive
force unless it reduces or abrogates responsibility.

10. Evidence obtained in violation of the law shall have no legal force.

11. No one shall be obliged to testify against himself/herself or against his/
her relatives, as determined by law.

Article 32. Citizenship of Georgia

1. Georgia shall protect its citizen regardless of his/her location.

2. Citizenship of Georgia shall be acquired by birth or naturalisation. The
procedures for acquiring and losing the citizenship of Georgia, the condi-
tions and procedures for granting citizenship of Georgia to a foreign citi-
zen and the conditions for holding citizenship of another state by a citizen
of Georgia shall be determined by the organic law. [Conditions defined in
paragraph 2 shall become effective upon promulgation. (Promulgated on
2 April 2018)]

3. The deprivation of citizenship shall be inadmissible.
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4. The expulsion of a citizen of Georgia from Georgia shall be inadmissi-
ble.

5. The transfer of a citizen of Georgia to a foreign state shall be inadmissi-
ble except in cases provided for by an international treaty. The decision to
transfer a citizen may be appealed to the court.

Article 33. Rights of aliens and stateless persons

1. Citizens of other states and stateless persons living in Georgia shall have
rights and obligations equal to those of citizens of Georgia except in cases
provided for by the Constitution and law.

2. The State shall be entitled to impose restrictions on the political activi-
ties of citizens of other states and stateless persons.

3. Georgia shall grant asylum to citizens of other states and stateless per-
sons in compliance with universally recognised norms of international
law, in accordance with the procedures established by law.

4. The expulsion or extradition of persons from Georgia in violation of
universally recognised principles and norms of international law shall be
inadmissible.

Article 34. General principles for ensuring fundamental human rights

1. The fundamental human rights referred to in the Constitution, in terms
of their contents, shall also apply to legal persons.

2. The exercise of fundamental human rights shall not violate the rights
of others.

3. The restriction of a fundamental human right shall be commensurate
with the significance of the legitimate aim that it serves.
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Article 35. Public Defender of Georgia

1. Supervision of the protection of human rights within the territory of
Georgia shall be exercised by the Public Defender of Georgia, who shall
be elected for a term of 6 years by a majority of at least three fifths of the
total number of the Members of Parliament. The same person shall not be
elected as a Public Defender consecutively.

2. Hindering the activities of the Public Defender shall be punishable by
law.

3. The arrest or detention of the Public Defender, or searches of his/her
place of residence, place of work, vehicle or person, shall be permitted only
with the consent of Parliament, except if the Public Defender is caught at
the crime scene, in which case Parliament shall be notified immediately.
In such cases, the Public Defender shall be released immediately unless
Parliament consents to the detention.

4. The powers of the Public Defender shall be defined by the organic law.
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Chapter Three
Parliament of Georgia

Article 36. Status and authority of Parliament

1. The Parliament of Georgia is the supreme representative body of the coun-
try that exercises legislative power, defines the main directions of the coun-
try’s domestic and foreign policies, controls the activities of the Government
within the scope established by the Constitution, and exercises other powers.
2. The procedures for the functioning of Parliament shall be determined by
the Rules of Procedure of Parliament, which is adopted by a majority of the
total number of the Members of Parliament based on the initiative of a mem-
ber, a committee or a faction of Parliament. The Rules of Procedure shall have
the force of law and shall be signed and promulgated by the Chairperson of
Parliament.

Article 37. Parliamentary elections

1. Following the full restoration of Georgia’s jurisdiction throughout the en-
tire territory of Georgia, two chambers shall be established within Parliament:
the Council of the Republic and the Senate. The Council of the Republic shall
be composed of members elected by a proportional system. The Senate shall
be composed of members elected from the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, the Autonomous Republic of Ajara and other territorial units of Georgia,
and five members appointed by the President of Georgia. The composition,
powers, and procedures for the election of chambers shall be determined by
the organic law.

2. Before the condition provided for by paragraph 1 of this article is created,
Parliament shall be composed of 150 Members of Parliament elected in a sin-
gle multi-mandate electoral district for a term of 4 years by a proportional sys-
tem on the basis of universal, free, equal and direct suffrage, by secret ballot.
3. Regular parliamentary elections shall be held on the last Saturday of Oc-
tober of the calendar year in which the term of Parliament expires. In case of
the dissolution of Parliament, elections shall be held no earlier than the 45 th
day and no later than the 60 th day after the dissolution of Parliament. If the
election date coincides with a state of emergency or martial law, elections shall
be held no earlier than the 45 th day and no later than the 60 th day after the
state of emergency or martial law has been revoked.
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4. Any citizen of Georgia having the electoral right, who has attained the
age of 25 and who has lived in Georgia for at least 10 years, may be elected
as a Member of Parliament. A person who has been sentenced to impris-
onment by a court judgment shall not be elected as a Member of Parlia-
ment.

5. A political party that is registered in accordance with the procedures
established by law shall have the right to participate in the parliamentary
elections if it has a Member of Parliament who has been elected through
the party’s nomination by the date when the elections are scheduled, or
if it is supported by the signatures of at least 25 000 voters, in accordance
with the procedures established by the organic law.

6. The mandates of Members of Parliament shall be distributed only to
those political parties that receive at least 5 % of valid votes cast in the
elections. To determine the amount of mandates received by a political
party, the amount of votes received by this party shall be multiplied by 150
and divided by the total number of votes received by all political parties
that received at least 5 % of valid votes cast in the elections. The integer
part of the number thus derived is the amount of mandates received by the
political party. If the total amount of mandates received by political parties
is fewer than 150, the political parties with the best results shall receive the
undistributed mandates in a successive manner.

7. The procedure for the election of Parliament shall be determined by the
organic law.

Article 38. First meeting of Parliament and termination of powers

The first meeting of the newly elected Parliament shall be held no later
than the 10 th day after the results of the parliamentary elections have
been officially announced. The first meeting of Parliament is called by the
President. Parliament shall be authorised to start work at the first meet-
ing if the majority of the total number of the Members of Parliament is
present at the meeting. Parliament shall acquire full powers once this is
acknowledged by two thirds of the Members of Parliament. The powers of
the previous Parliament shall be terminated from this moment.

Article 39. Member of the Parliament of Georgia

1. A Member of the Parliament of Georgia is a representative of all Geor-
gia. He/she shall enjoy a free mandate and shall not be recalled.

The mandate of a member of the
Parliament implies the unity of
the delegated rights that he re-
ceives from the people.
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2. The arrest or detention of a Member of Parliament, or searches of his/
her place of residence, place of work, vehicle or person, shall be permit-
ted only with the prior consent of Parliament, except when a Member of
Parliament is caught at the crime scene, in which case Parliament shall be
notified immediately. Unless Parliament consents to the detention within
48 hours, the arrested or detained Member of Parliament shall be released
immediately.

3. A Member of Parliament shall have the right not to testify about facts
disclosed to him/her in his/her capacity as a Member of Parliament. The
seizure or extraction of written materials related to this issue shall be in-
admissible. This right shall be retained by a Member of Parliament after
his/her term of office expires. A Member of Parliament shall not be held
liable for the views expressed inside or outside Parliament while perform-
ing his/her duties. The conditions of unhindered exercise of powers by a
Member of Parliament shall be insured. A Member of Parliament shall re-
ceive remuneration prescribed by a legislative act. Respective state bodies
shall ensure the personal safety of a Member of Parliament based on his/
her application. Hindering the exercise of powers of a Member of Parlia-
ment shall be punishable by law.

4. A Member of Parliament shall not have the right to hold any office in
civil service or to be engaged in entrepreneurial activities. A Member of
Parliament may be engaged in public activities. A Member of Parliament
may be engaged in academic, pedagogical and artistic activities if these
activities do not envisage performing administrative functions. Cases of
conflict of interests shall be defined by the Rules of Procedure of Parlia-
ment.

5. Issues of the recognition or early termination of the powers of a Mem-
ber of Parliament shall be decided on by Parliament. The decision of Par-
liament may be appealed to the Constitutional Court. The powers of a
Member of Parliament shall be terminated early if he/she:

a) submits a personal application for terminating his/her powers to Par-
liament;

b) holds a position incompatible with his/her status or is engaged in in-
compatible activity;

c) fails to attend without good reason more than half of the regular sit-
tings during regular sessions;

Activities in public service
- municipal bodies, legal en-
tities of public law (eg Public
Defender’s Office, Adminis-
tration of the President, etc.)
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d) has been convicted by a court judgment that has
entered into legal force;

e) has been recognised as a beneficiary of support
by a court decision and admitted to a respective in-
patient care facility, or has been recognised as miss-
ing or declared dead by a court;

f) dies;

g) loses citizenship of Georgia;

h) is subject to the termination of his/her powers by
a decision of the Constitutional Court.

Article 40. Chairperson and deputy chairpersons
of the Parliament of Georgia

1. The Parliament of Georgia shall elect the Chair-
person for its term by a majority of the total number
of its members by secret ballot, in accordance with
the procedures established by the Rules of Proce-
dure. The Chairperson of Parliament shall chair the
work of Parliament, ensure the free expression of
opinion, sign the acts adopted by Parliament, and
exercise other powers determined by the Rules of
Procedure. The Chairperson of Parliament shall
fulfil full administrative functions in the House of
Parliament in accordance with the procedures es-
tablished by the Rules of Procedure.

2. The Parliament of Georgia shall elect a first depu-
ty chairperson and deputy chairpersons for its term
by a majority of the total number of its members in
accordance with the procedures established by the
Rules of Procedure.

Article 41. Parliamentary Bureau, committees
and factions

1. To organise the work of Parliament, a Parliamen-
tary Bureau shall be established and shall be com-
posed of the chairperson and deputy chairpersons
of Parliament and the chairpersons of the parlia-
mentary committees and parliamentary factions.

2. Committees shall be created in Parliament to
prepare legislative issues beforehand, facilitate the
implementation of decisions and exercise control
over the activities of the bodies accountable to the
Government and Parliament.
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3. Members of Parliament may join a parliamentary faction in accordance
with the procedures established by the Rules of Procedure. The number of
faction members shall not be fewer than seven. Members of Parliament
elected following their nomination by one political party may form only
one faction. The procedures for the forming and activity of factions and
their rights shall be determined by the Rules of Procedure of Parliament.

Article 42. Investigative and other temporary commissions of Parlia-
ment

1. Investigative or other temporary commissions shall be created in Par-
liament in cases provided for by the Rules of Procedure, as well as on the
initiative of at least one fifth of the Members of Parliament.

2. Decisions on creating a temporary commission shall be adopted by
Parliament in accordance with the procedures established by the Rules of
Procedure. Decisions on creating a temporary investigative commission
shall be adopted with the support of one third of the total number of the
Members of Parliament. Parliamentary factions shall be represented in a
temporary commission by at least one member. The representation of op-
position factions in temporary commissions shall not be less than half of
the total number of commission members.

3. At the request of the investigative commission, members’ attendance
and the submission of all documents and information necessary to exam-
ine the issue shall be mandatory.

Article 43. Questions and interpellations by a Member of Parliament

1. A Member of Parliament shall be entitled to appeal with a question to
the Government, another body accountable to Parliament, a member of
the Government, state bodies of the territorial units at all levels, and state
institutions. Providing a timely and full response to a question posed by a
Member of Parliament is mandatory.

2. A parliamentary faction - a group of at least seven Members of Parlia-
ment - shall have the right to pose a question through interpellation to
the Government, another body accountable to Parliament, or a member
of the Government obliged to answer questions at Parliament sittings. The
answer may become a subject of discussion by Parliament.
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Article 44. Sessions and sittings of Parliament

1. Parliament shall meet in its official capacity for a regular session twice a
year. The autumn session shall open on the first Tuesday of September and
close on the third Friday of December. The spring session shall open on
the first Tuesday of February and close on the last Friday of June.

2. During the period between sessions, the President of Georgia shall con-
vene an extraordinary session of Parliament at the request of the Chair-
person of Parliament, at least one fourth of Members of Parliament or the
Government. The President of Georgia shall also convene a special sitting
in the course of a regular session. Unless an act summoning Parliament is
issued within 48 hours of a written request to convene an extraordinary
session, Parliament shall meet within the following 48 hours, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Procedure of Parliament. A special sitting of Par-
liament shall be held only based on the agenda defined by the initiator and
shall close once the agenda has been exhausted.

3. Parliament shall meet upon the declaration of a state of emergency or
martial law by the President. Parliament shall work until the state of emer-
gency or martial law has been revoked.

4. Sittings of Parliament shall be public. By the decision of a majority of
attendees, but with no less than one third of the total number of Members
of Parliament, Parliament may declare a sitting or part of a sitting closed
when discussing certain issues. The decision to close a sitting in whole or
in part shall be discussed and made behind closed doors. The minutes of
open sittings of Parliament shall be public.

5. Voting at a sitting of Parliament may be open or secret. Voting shall be
open except in cases provided for by the Constitution and law.

6. A member of the Government, an official accountable to Parliament
or the head of a body accountable to Parliament shall be entitled and,
upon request, obliged to attend sittings of Parliament, parliamentary com-
mittees or commissions, in order to provide answers to questions raised
during the sitting and to submit a report of activities performed. Parlia-
ment, a committee or a commission shall hear such an official immediate-

ly upon request.
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Article 45. Law making and procedures for decision-making

1. The Government, a Member of Parliament, a parliamentary faction, a
parliamentary committee, the supreme representative bodies of the Au-
tonomous Republics of Abkhazia and Ajara, and not less than 25 000 vot-
ers shall have the right of legislative initiative. Parliament shall discuss a
draft law submitted by the Government at its request in an extraordinary
sitting.

2. A law shall be considered adopted if it is supported by a majority of the
Members of Parliament present but at least one third of the total number
of the Members of Parliament, unless another procedure for the adop-
tion of laws is determined by the Constitution. An organic law shall be
considered adopted if it is supported by a majority of the total number of
the Members of Parliament, unless another procedure for the adoption of
organic laws is determined by the Constitution.

3. Other decisions of Parliament shall be considered adopted if they are
supported by a majority of the Members of Parliament present but at least
one third of the total number of the Members of Parliament, unless an-
other procedure for the adoption of a decision is determined by the Con-
stitution or law. A decision on approving a constitutional agreement shall
be considered adopted if it is supported by at least three fifths of the total
number of the Members of Parliament.

Article 46. Signature and promulgation of a law

1. A law passed by Parliament shall be submitted to the President of Geor-
gia within 10 days.

2. The President of Georgia shall sign and promulgate the law or return it
to Parliament with justified remarks within 2 weeks.

3. If the President of Georgia returns the law, Parliament shall put the
President’s remarks to a vote. The adoption of the remarks requires the
same number of votes as for the initial adoption of the type of law in
question. If the remarks are adopted, the final version of the law shall be
submitted to the President of Georgia within 5 days, and the President of
Georgia shall sign and promulgate the law within 5 days.
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4. If Parliament rejects the President’s remarks, the initial version of the
law shall be put to a vote. An organic law or a law shall be considered
adopted if it is supported by a majority of the total number of the Mem-
bers of Parliament, except in the case of an organic law provided for by
Article 19(4) of the Constitution, which shall be considered adopted if it
is supported by at least two thirds of the total number of the Members
of Parliament. A constitutional law shall be considered adopted if it is
supported by at least three fourths of the total number of the Members
of Parliament. Such a law shall be submitted to the President of Georgia
within 3 days, and the President of Georgia shall sign and promulgate the
law within 5 days.

5. A constitutional law on amending the Constitution that was adopted
by a majority of at least two thirds of the total number of the Members of
Parliament shall be signed and promulgated by the President of Georgia
within 5 days of its submission, without the right to return it to Parlia-
ment with remarks.

6. If the President of Georgia does not promulgate the law, return it to
Parliament with justified remarks within the time frame established by
paragraph 2 of this article, or promulgate it within the time frame es-
tablished by paragraphs 3, 4 or 5 of this article, then the Chairperson of
Parliament shall sign and promulgate the law within 5 days after this time
frame expires.

7. A law shall enter into force on the 15 th day after its promulgation in
the official body unless another date is established by the same law.

Article 47. International treaties

1. The Parliament of Georgia shall ratify, denounce and annul interna-
tional treaties by a majority of the total number of its members. Parlia-
ment shall ratify, denounce and annul international treaties provided for
by paragraph 2(c) of this article by a majority of at least three fourths of
the total number of its members.

2. Besides those international treaties that envisage ratification, it shall
also be mandatory to ratify international treaties that:
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a) provide for Georgia’s accession to an international organisation or in-
terstate union;

b) are of a military nature;

c) concern the territorial integrity of the State or changes to the state bor-
der;

d) concern loans issued or taken by the State;

e) require changes to domestic legislation or the adoption of laws that are
necessary to fulfil international obligations.

3. Other international treaties shall be submitted to Parliament.

4. If a constitutional claim or submission has been lodged with the Con-
stitutional Court, the respective international treaty shall not be ratified
until the Constitutional Court passes its judgment.

Article 48. Impeachment

1. No less than one third of the total number of the Members of Parlia-
ment shall have the right to raise the question of impeachment of the
President of Georgia, a member of the Government, a judge of the Su-
preme Court, a General Prosecutor, a General Auditor or a member of the
Board of the National Bank if the actions of the official in question violate
the Constitution or contain signs of crime. Such cases shall be transferred
to the Constitutional Court, which shall consider the case and submit its
conclusion to Parliament within 1 month.
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2. If the Constitutional Court’s conclusion confirms a violation of the
Constitution or signs of crime by the official in question, Parliament shall
discuss and vote on the impeachment of the official within 2 weeks from
the submission of the conclusion.

3. The President of Georgia shall be considered impeached if this decision
is supported by at least two thirds of the total number of the Members of
Parliament. A member of the Government, a judge of the Supreme Court,
a General Prosecutor, a General Auditor or a member of the Board of the
National Bank shall be considered impeached if this decision is supported
by a majority of the total number of the Members of Parliament.

4. If Parliament does not decide on impeachment within the time frame
established by paragraph 2 of this article, initiating an impeachment pro-
cedure on the same grounds shall be inadmissible.

5. Officials listed in this article, except members of the Government, shall
only be removed from office by means of impeachment.

6. The procedure of the impeachment of the President of Georgia shall be
inadmissible during a state of emergency or martial law.
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Chapter Four
President of Georgia

Article 49. Status of the President of Georgia

1. The President of Georgia is the Head of the state of Georgia and is the
guarantor of the country’s unity and national independence.

2. The President of Georgia is the Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the
Defence Forces of Georgia.

3. The President of Georgia shall represent Georgia in foreign relations.

Article 50. Procedures for electing the President of Georgia

1. The President of Georgia shall be elected for a term of 5 years by the
Electoral College, without debates and by open ballot. The same person
may be elected President of Georgia only twice.

2. Any citizen of Georgia having the electoral right, who has attained the
age of 40 and who has lived in Georgia for at least 15 years, may be elected
President of Georgia.

3. The Electoral College shall consist of 300 members, and shall include all
members of the Parli

ament of Georgia and of the supreme representative bodies of the Au-
tonomous Republics of Abkhazia and Ajara. Other members of the Elec-
toral College shall be nominated by the respective political parties from
among the representative bodies of local self-governments on the basis of
quotas defined by the Central Election Commission of Georgia in accor-
dance with the organic law. The quotas are defined in compliance with the
principle of proportional geographical representation and in accordance
with the results of the elections of local self-governments held under the
proportional system. The composition of the Electoral College shall be
approved by the Central Election Commission of Georgia.
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4. The election of the President of Georgia shall be held in the House of
Parliament. No less than 30 members of the Electoral College shall have
the right to nominate a candidate for the President of Georgia. One mem-
ber of the Electoral College may support the nomination of only one can-
didate. One member of the Electoral College shall have the right to vote
for only one candidate. In the first round of elections, a candidate who
receives at least two thirds of the votes of the total number of the members
of the Electoral College shall be considered elected. If the President of
Georgia is not elected in the first round, the second round shall be held
between the two candidates who received the most votes in the first round.
The candidate who receives the most votes in the second round shall be
considered elected. The first or the second round of the elections shall be
considered valid if more than half of the total number of the members of
the Electoral College have participated. If the elections fail, or if the Elec-
toral College does not elect the President of Georgia, a re-run of election
of the President of Georgia shall be held within 30 days.

5. Presidential elections shall be held in October of the calendar year in
which the term of office of the President of Georgia expires. In the case of
the early termination of the term of office of the President of Georgia, the
presidential elections shall be held within 45 days from the termination of
the term of office. If the election date coincides with a state of emergency
or martial law, the presidential elections shall be held within 45 days after
this state has been revoked. If the date of the election of the President of
Georgia falls within the same month as the parliamentary elections, or
the month preceding the month of the parliamentary elections, the presi-
dential elections shall be held within 45 days from the first meeting of the
newly elected Parliament.

6. The election of the President of Georgia shall be appointed by Parlia-
ment, except for a re-run of election, which shall be appointed by the
Chairperson of Parliament.

7. The procedures and conditions for the election of the President of Geor-
gia shall be determined by the organic law.
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Article 51. Oath, termination of the term of office, immunity, conflicts
of interest and succession of the President of Georgia

1. Prior to assuming office, on the third Sunday after the election day, the
newly elected President of Georgia shall address the people and take the
following oath of office:

I, the President of Georgia, do solemnly affirm before God and the nation
that I will support and defend the Constitution of Georgia, the indepen-
dence, unity and indivisibility of the country; that I will faithfully perform
the duties of the President, will care for the security and welfare of the
citizens of my country and for the revival and might of my nation and
homeland.’

2. The term of office of the President of Georgia shall terminate and the
term of office of the newly elected President of Georgia shall commence
once the oath is taken by the newly elected President of Georgia.

3. The President of Georgia shall enjoy immunity. No one shall have the
right to detain or bring criminal proceedings against the President of
Georgia while in office.

4. The President of Georgia shall not have the right to hold any other
office, to be engaged in entrepreneurial activities, or to receive a salary or
other permanent remuneration for any other activity. The President of
Georgia shall not be a member of a political party.

5. In the case of the inability of the President of Georgia to exercise pow-
ers, or in the case of the early termination of the President’s term of office,
the Chairperson of Parliament shall perform the duties of the President
of Georgia.

Article 52. Powers of the President of Georgia

1. The President of Georgia shall:

a) with the consent of the Government, exercise representative powers
in foreign relations, negotiate with other states and international organ-
isations, conclude international treaties, and accept the accreditation of
ambassadors and other diplomatic representatives of other states and
international organisations; upon nomination by the Government, ap-
point and dismiss ambassadors and other heads of diplomatic missions
of Georgia;

The President of Georgia
can exercise the rights
granted by the constitu-
tion only from the mo-
ment of swearing.
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b) conclude a constitutional agreement with the Apostolic Autocephalous
Orthodox Church of Georgia on behalf of the state of Georgia;

c) call the elections of Parliament and local self-government bodies in
accordance with the Constitution and the procedures established by the
organic law;

d) upon nomination by the Government, appoint and dismiss the Com-
mander of the Defence Forces of Georgia; appoint one member of the
High Council of Justice; participate in the appointment of the Chairper-
son and members of the Central Election Commission of Georgia in cases
defined by the organic law and in accordance with the established proce-
dure; upon nomination by the Government, submit to Parliament candi-
dates for the membership of the national regulatory bodies;

e) decide on citizenship issues in accordance with the procedures estab-
lished by the organic law;

f) pardon convicts;

g) in accordance with the procedures established by law, grant state
awards and rewards; highest military ranks, special ranks and honorary
titles; and highest diplomatic ranks;

h) be entitled, upon recommendation by the Government and with the
consent of Parliament, to suspend the activity of a representative body of
a territorial unit, or to dissolve such a bodys, if its activities threaten the
sovereignty or territorial integrity of the country, or the exercise of con-
stitutional powers by state bodies;

i) exercise other powers determined by the Constitution.

2. The President of Georgia shall have the right to call a referendum on is-
sues defined in the Constitution and law, at the request of the Parliament
of Georgia, the Government of Georgia or no less than 200 000 voters,
within 30 days after such a request is received.
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A referendum shall not be held in order to adopt or repeal a law, to grant
amnesty or pardon, to ratify or denounce international treaties, or to de-
cide issues that envisage the restriction of the fundamental constitutional
human rights. Issues related to calling and holding referendums shall be
defined by the organic law

3. The President of Georgia shall have the right to address the people. The
President shall annually submit a report on crucial state-related issues to
Parliament.

Article 53. Countersignature

1. A legal act of the President of Georgia shall require the countersig-
nature of the Prime Minister. A legal act that requires countersignature
shall be promulgated and shall entail legal consequences only after it has
been countersigned. Political responsibility for countersigned legal acts
lies with the Government.

2. A countersignature shall not be required for legal acts of the President
of Georgia related to:

a) calling parliamentary elections, dissolving Parliament, or convening
sessions or sittings of Parliament;

b) concluding constitutional agreements;

c) signing and promulgating laws, or returning laws to Parliament with
remarks;

d) appointing the Prime Minister; appointing a member of the High
Council of Justice; appointing the Chairperson or a member of the Cen-
tral Election Commission; nominating a member of the Board of the Na-
tional Bank or appointing the President of the National Bank; or appoint-
ing a judge to the Constitutional Court;

e) granting state awards and rewards, and honorary titles;

f) deciding on citizenship issues;

g) pardoning convicts;

h) applications to the Constitutional Court or a court;

i) organising the exercise of powers of the President of Georgia.
36M9bowgbBHo 3693096 dobobEeo
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document that already
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Chapter Five
Government of Georgia

Article 54 .Government

1. The Government of Georgia is the supreme body of executive power
that implements the domestic and foreign policies of the country.

2. The Government shall be accountable and responsible to the Parlia-
ment of Georgia.

3. The Government shall consist of a Prime Minister and ministers.

4. A Ministry shall be established to ensure the administration of state
policy and governance in the field of activity of the Government; a Min-
istry is led by a Minister.

5. One or several State Ministers may be represented in the Government.
The office of a State Minister may be introduced by law in order to fulfil
state objectives of particular importance.

6. A member of the Government shall not have the right to hold any other
office except in a [political] party, to be engaged in entrepreneurial activi-
ties, or to receive remuneration for any other activity, except for academic
and pedagogical activities.

7. In order to ensure the representation of the Government in adminis-
trative-territorial units, the Government shall be authorised to designate
a state representative-governor. The powers of a state representative-gov-
ernor shall be determined by law.

8. The structure and the procedure for the activity of the Government
shall be determined by a law, the draft of which shall be submitted to Par-
liament by the Government.

Article 55. Prime Minister of Georgia

1 The Prime Minister of Georgia is the head of the Government.
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2. The Prime Minister shall define the main directions of Government
activities, organise Government activities, coordinate and control the ac-
tivities of ministers, and sign legal acts of the Government.

3. The Prime Minister shall represent Georgia in foreign relations and
conclude international treaties on behalf of Georgia.

4. The Prime Minister shall appoint and dismiss ministers. He/she shall
be authorised to assign the duties of the first Vice Prime Minister to one
of the ministers and to assign the duties of the Vice Prime Minister to one
or more ministers.

5. The Prime Minister shall be accountable for the activities of the Gov-
ernment before Parliament. He/she shall submit an annual report on the
implementation of the Government Programme to Parliament, and shall
also report on the implementation of particular parts of the Government
Programme at the request of Parliament.

Article 56. Vote of confidence

1. Upon the recognition of the full powers of the newly elected Parliament,
the Government shall relinquish its authority to Parliament and continue
to perform its duties until a new Prime Minister is appointed. In case of
the resignation of the Prime Minister, the authority of the Prime Minis-
ter is terminated upon his/her resignation. In case of the resignation of
the Prime Minister or the termination of his/her authority otherwise, the
Government shall continue to act until a new Prime Minister is appointed.
2. Within 2 weeks after the Government relinquishes its authority, as well
as after the resignation of the Prime Minister or the termination of his/
her authority otherwise, Parliament shall hold a vote of confidence in
the Government proposed by a candidate for the office of Prime Min-
ister nominated by the political party that secured the best results in the
parliamentary elections. A Government programme shall be presented to
Parliament together with the composition of the Government. A majority
of the total number of the Members of Parliament is required to pass a
vote of confidence.
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3. If Parliament’s vote of confidence in the Government is not passed
within the established time frame, the President of Georgia shall dissolve
Parliament no earlier than 2 weeks and no later than 3 weeks after the
respective time frame has expired, and shall call extraordinary elections
of Parliament

4. The President of Georgia shall not dissolve Parliament and shall not call
extraordinary elections of Parliament if, within 2 weeks from the expiry
of the time frame set forth in paragraph 2 of this article, Parliament passes
by a majority of the total number of its members a vote of confidence in
the Government proposed by a candidate for the office of Prime Minister
nominated by more than one third of the total number of the Members of
Parliament.

5. Within 2 days of a vote of confidence in the Government, the President
of Georgia shall appoint a Prime Minister. The Prime Minister shall then
appoint ministers within 2 days of his/her appointment. If the President
does not appoint the Prime Minister within the established time frame,
the Prime Minister shall be considered appointed.

Article 57. Vote of no confidence

1. Parliament shall be entitled to hold a vote of no confidence in the Gov-
ernment.

2. A vote of no confidence in the Government shall be held if the motion
is proposed by more than one third of the total number of the Members
of Parliament. Together with a no confidence motion, the initiators shall
nominate a candidate for the office of Prime Minister, and the candidate
for the office of Prime Minister shall propose a new composition of the
government to Parliament. A Government programme shall be presented
to Parliament together with the composition of the Government.

3. If Parliament passes a vote of confidence in a new Government by a
majority of the total number of its members no earlier than 7 days and no
later than 14 days after proposing the motion, a vote of no confidence shall
be considered passed.
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Within 2 days after a vote of confidence in the new Government has been
passed, the President of Georgia shall appoint a Prime Minister. The Prime
Minister shall then appoint ministers within 2 days of his/her appoint-
ment. If the President of Georgia does not appoint the Prime Minister
within the established time frame, the Prime Minister shall be considered
appointed. The authority of the Government shall be terminated once a
new Prime Minister is appointed.

4. If Parliament does not pass a vote of no confidence in the Government,
it shall be inadmissible for the same Members of Parliament to propose a
vote of no confidence within the next 6 months.

Article 58. Vote of confidence on the initiative of the Prime Minister

1. The Prime Minister shall have the right to present to Parliament an issue
of confidence in the Government.

2. An issue of confidence shall be put to vote no earlier than the 7 th day
and no later than the 14 th day after it has been presented. If the Govern-
ment fails to achieve a vote of confidence from Parliament, the President
of Georgia shall, no earlier than the 8 th day and no later than the 14 th
day after the vote, dissolve Parliament and call extraordinary parliamen-
tary elections.

3. The President of Georgia shall not dissolve Parliament if, within 7 days
after voting against a vote of confidence in the Government, Parliament
passes by a majority of the total number of its members a vote of confi-
dence in the Government proposed by a candidate for the office of Prime
Minister nominated by more than one third of the total number of the
Members of Parliament. A Government programme shall be presented
to Parliament together with the composition of the Government. Within
2 days of the vote of confidence in the new Government, the President of
Georgia shall appoint the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister shall then
appoint ministers within 2 days of his/her appointment. If the President of
Georgia does not appoint the Prime Minister within the established time
frame, the Prime Minister shall be considered appointed. The authority
of the Government shall be terminated once a new Prime Minister is ap-
pointed.
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Chapter Six
Judiciary and Prosecutor’s Office

Article 59. Judiciary

1. Judicial power shall be independent and exercised by the Constitutional
Court of Georgia and the common courts of Georgia.

2. The Constitutional Court of Georgia is a judicial body of constitutional
control. The procedure for its creation and activity shall be determined by
the organic law.

3. Justice shall be administered by common courts. Specialised courts may
be created only within the system of common courts. A military court
may be created during martial law and only within the system of com-
mon courts. The creation of extraordinary courts shall be inadmissible.
In common courts, cases shall be heard by juries in cases defined by law
and in accordance with the established procedure. The system of common
courts, their authority and procedure for activity shall be determined by
the organic law.

Article 60. Constitutional Court of Georgia

1. The Constitutional Court of Georgia shall exercise judicial power
through constitutional legal proceedings.

2. The Constitutional Court shall consist of nine judges appointed for a
term of 10 years, out of which three judges shall be appointed by the Pres-
ident of Georgia, three judges shall be elected by Parliament by a majority
of at least three fifths of the total number of its members, and three judges
shall be appointed by the Supreme Court. A judge of the Constitutional
Court shall be a citizen of Georgia who has attained the age of 35, has ob-
tained a higher legal education, has at least 10 years of specialised profes-
sional experience and a distinguished professional qualification. A judge
of the Constitutional Court shall not have previously held this office.
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3. The Constitutional Court shall elect a chairperson from among its
members for a term of 5 years. A person who has already held the position
of chairperson of the Constitutional Court shall not be re-elected.

4. The Constitutional Court of Georgia shall in accordance with the pro-
cedures established by the organic law:

a) review the constitutionality of a normative act with respect to the fun-
damental human rights enshrined in Chapter Two of the Constitution on
the basis of a claim submitted by a natural person, a legal person or the
Public Defender;

b) make decisions on the constitutionality of a normative act on the basis
of a claim submitted by the President of Georgia, by at least one fifth of the
Members of Parliament, or by the Government;

c) on the basis of a submission by a common court, review the consti-
tutionality of a normative act to be applied by the common court when
hearing a particular case, and which may contravene the Constitution ac-
cording to a reasonable assumption of the court;

d) review disputes about the competences of a respective body on the basis
of a claim submitted by the President of Georgia, Parliament, the Govern-
ment, the High Council of Justice, the General Prosecutor, the Board of
National Bank, the General Auditor, the Public Defender or the supreme
representative or executive body of an autonomous republic;

e) review the constitutionality of international treaties on the basis of a
claim submitted by the President of Georgia, the Government, or by at
least one fifth of the Members of Parliament;

f) review the constitutionality of activities of a political party, or of the ter-
mination of powers of a member of the representative body elected upon
nomination by this political party, on the basis of a claim submitted by
the President of Georgia, the Government, or by at least one fifth of the
Members of Parliament;
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g) review the constitutionality of Parliament’s decision to acknowledge or
prematurely terminate the powers of a Member of Parliament, on the ba-
sis of a claim submitted by at least one fifth of the Members of Parliament
or the respective individual;

h) review disputes related to norms regulating referendums or elections,
and the constitutionality of referendums and elections held or to be held
based on these norms, on the basis of a claim submitted by the President
of Georgia, by at least one fifth of the Members of Parliament, or by the
Public Defender;

i) review the constitutionality of a normative act with respect to Chapter
Nine of the Constitution on the basis of a claim submitted by the repre-
sentative body of a local self-government;

j) exercise other powers determined by the Constitution.

5. A judgment of the Constitutional Court shall be final. An act or a part
thereof that has been recognised as unconstitutional shall cease to have
legal effect as soon as the respective judgment of the Constitutional Court
is made public, unless the relevant judgment envisages a later time frame
for invalidating the act or a part thereof.

6. A legal norm regulating elections shall not be recognised as unconsti-
tutional by the Constitutional Court within the respective election year,
unless this norm has been adopted within 15 months before the month of
the respective elections.

7. The appointment of judges of the Constitutional Court and the termi-
nation of their terms of office, as well as the constitutional legal proceed-
ings and other issues related to the activities of the Constitutional Court,
shall be determined by the organic law.

Article 61. Supreme Court of Georgia

1. The Supreme Court of Georgia shall be the Court of Cassation.

2. The Supreme Court shall consist of at least 28 judges. Upon nomination
by the High Council of Justice, the judges of the Supreme Court shall be
elected for life, until they reach the age established by the organic law, by
a majority of the total number of the Members of Parliament.
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3. Upon nomination by the High Council of Justice, Parliament shall elect
a Chairperson of the Supreme Court from among the members of the
Supreme Court for a term of 10 years by a majority of the total number of
the Members of Parliament. A person who has already held the position
of chairperson of the Supreme Court shall not be re-elected.

Article 62. Judicial proceedings

1. A court shall award a judgment on behalf of Georgia. Judicial acts shall
be binding. Failure to comply with a court judgment or interference with
the execution of a court judgment shall be punishable by law.

2. Court judgments may be annulled, changed or suspended only by
court, in accordance with the procedures established by law. Other proce-
dures for releasing from a sentence and commuting the unserved part of
a sentence shall be determined by law.

3. Court hearings shall be open. Closed hearings shall be permitted only
in cases provided for by law. A court judgment shall be declared publicly.
4. Legal proceedings shall be conducted in the official language. An in-
dividual who does not have a command of the official language shall be
provided with an interpreter.

5. Legal proceedings shall be conducted on the basis of equality of arms
and the adversarial process.

Article 63. Judge

1. A judge shall be independent in his/her activity and shall only comply
with the Constitution and law. Any pressure upon a judge or any inter-
ference in his/her activity in order to influence his/her decision-making
shall be prohibited and punishable by law. No one shall have the right to
demand an account concerning a particular case from a judge. All acts
restricting the independence of a judge shall be null and void.

2. A judge shall enjoy immunity. Criminal proceedings against a judge,
his/her arrest or detention, and searches of his/her place of residence,
place of work, vehicle or person shall be permitted only with the consent
of the High Council of Justice and, in the case of a judge of the Constitu-
tional Court, with the consent of the Constitutional Court.
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An exception may be made if a judge is caught at the crime scene, in
which case the High Council of Justice or the Constitutional Court, re-
spectively, shall be notified immediately. Unless the High Council of Jus-
tice or the Constitutional Court, respectively, consents to the detention,
the detained judge shall be released immediately.

3. The State shall ensure the security of a judge and his/her family.

4. The office of a judge shall be incompatible with any other office and
remunerative activities, except for academic and pedagogical activities. A
judge shall not be a member of a political party or participate in a political
activity.

5. A judge of the common courts may be removed from consideration of
a case, dismissed or moved to another position only in cases defined by
the organic law. The irremovability of a judge shall be guaranteed by the
organic law. The reorganisation or liquidation of the court shall not be the
basis for dismissing a judge appointed for life.

6. A judge of the common courts shall be a citizen of Georgia who has
attained the age of 30, has a relevant higher legal education and at least
5 years of specialised professional experience. Additional qualification
requirements for judges of the common courts shall be defined by the
organic law. Judges of the common courts shall be appointed for life until
they reach the age established by the organic law. Judges of the common
courts shall be selected based on their conscientiousness and competence.
The decision to appoint a judge shall be made by a majority of at least two
thirds of the total number of the members of the High Council of Justice.
The procedures for appointing and dismissing judges shall be determined
by the organic law.

Article 64. High Council of Justice

1. The High Council of Justice of Georgia — a body of the common courts
system — shall be established to ensure the independence and efficiency of
the common courts, to appoint and dismiss judges and to perform other
tasks.
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2. The High Council of Justice shall consist of 14 members appointed
for a term of 4 years, and the Chairperson of the Supreme Court. More
than half of the members of the High Council of Justice shall be members
elected from among the judges by the self-governing body of judges of
the common courts. In addition to the members elected by the self-gov-
erning body of judges of the common courts, and the Chairperson of the
Supreme Court, the High Council of Justice shall have one member ap-
pointed by the President of Georgia and members elected by a majority of
at least three fifths of the total number of the Members of Parliament. The
Chairperson of the High Council of Justice shall be elected for 4 years, but
not more than the term defined by his/her term of office as a member of
the High Council of Justice. The Chairperson of the High Council of Jus-
tice shall be elected by the High Council of Justice from among its judge
members in accordance with the procedures established by the organic
law. The Secretary of the High Council of Justice shall be elected for 4
years by the self-governing body of judges of the common courts from
among the members of the High Council of Justice that have been elected
by the self-governing body of judges of the common courts.

3. The High Council of Justice shall be accountable to the self-governing
body of judges of the common courts. The procedure for accountability
shall be determined by the organic law.

4. The competences of the High Council of Justice and the procedures
for its establishment and activity shall be determined by the organic law.

Article 65. Prosecutor’s Office

1. The Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia shall be independent in its activity
and shall only comply with the Constitution and law.

2. The Prosecutor’s Office shall be led by the General Prosecutor, who is
elected for a term of 6 years upon nomination by the Prosecutors’ Council
by a majority of the total number of the Members of Parliament, in accor-
dance with the procedures established by the organic law.

3. The Prosecutors’ Council shall be established to ensure the indepen-
dence, transparency and efficiency of the Prosecutor’s Office. The Council
shall consist of 15 members elected in accordance with the procedures es-
tablished by the organic law. The Chairperson of the Prosecutors’ Council
shall be elected by Council members for a term of 2 years.

4. The Prosecutor’s Office shall submit a report on its activities to Parlia-
ment on an annual basis.

5. The competences, structure and procedure for the activity of the Pros-
ecutor’s Office shall be determined by the organic law.

D LeBGmIMGmGe LabYo
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Chapter Seven
Public Finances and Control

Article 66. State Budget

1. The Parliament of Georgia shall annually adopt the Law on the State
Budget by a majority of the total number of its members.

2. Only the Government of Georgia shall have the right to present a draft
State Budget to Parliament after the Basic Data and Directions have been
examined with the committees of Parliament. The Government shall sub-
mit to Parliament a draft State Budget for the following year no later than
3 months before the end of a budget year. Together with a draft State Bud-
get, the Government shall submit a progress report on the execution of the
State Budget for the current year. The Government shall submit a report
on the execution of the previous year’s State Budget to Parliament for ap-
proval no later than 5 months after the end of the budget year.

3. Amending a draft law on the State Budget shall be inadmissible without
the consent of the Government. The Government may request that Par-
liament meets additional state expenses if it indicates the sources used to
cover those expenses.

4. Parliament may adopt a law on increasing the expenditures or on re-
ducing the revenues of a State Budget, or on introducing new financial
obligations for the State for the current budget year, only with the con-
sent of the Government. Laws related to the following budget year may be
adopted with the consent of the Government or within the scope of the
document on Basic Data and Directions of the country submitted by the
Government to Parliament.

5. If Parliament does not adopt a State Budget by the beginning of a new
budget year, expenses shall be covered in accordance with the procedures
established by law, based on the State Budget of the previous year.

6. A reduction of the funds allocated for Parliament in the State Budget, as
compared to the amount budgeted for the previous year, shall be possible
only with the prior consent of Parliament. Parliament shall decide inde-
pendently how to distribute the funds allocated for Parliament in the State
Budget.
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8. The procedures for drafting and adopting a State Budget shall be deter-
mined by law.

Article 67. Taxes and fees, economic policy

1. The payment of taxes and fees shall be mandatory in the amount and
in accordance with the procedures established by law. Only the law shall
determine the structure and the procedures for introducing taxes and fees,
as well as their rates and the scope of those rates. Tax exemptions shall
only be permitted by law. Tax controls shall be exercised only by the tax
authorities defined by law.

2. The fundamental principles of economic policy for ensuring long-term
and stable economic growth shall be defined by the organic law. In cases
of special necessity, the breaching of and deviation from the limits set by
macroeconomic parameters, as well as measures to be taken to return to
those parameters, shall be determined by the organic law.

Article 68. National Bank

1. The National Bank of Georgia shall conduct monetary policy to ensure
price stability and maintain the stable operation of the financial sector.
The National Bank shall be the bank of banks, the banker and the fiscal
agent of the Government.

2. The Board of the National Bank is the supreme body of the National
Bank of Georgia. Members of the Board of the National Bank shall be
elected by a majority of the total number of the Members of Parliament for
a term of 7 years upon nomination by the President of Georgia. The Pres-
ident of Georgia shall appoint the President of the National Bank from
among the members of the Board of the National Bank and dismiss him/
her upon nomination by the Board of the National Bank.

101



3. 96036gmo 83630 msz30l b3 Jdosbmdsdo  sdmegoegdgmoas.  3mblido-
&aioob 693 Ibmoo gsmgsmoliffobgdnm bgosdbgoggmmdsls s 3mb-
Bl 9439909056988 gOmzbmmo 356301 IbemrmmeE sdabalig@sgommo
s gsdoBemmmo Bsdrxgdo. 9omzbnmo dsb630 $bas0Bzsemeadammoas 3561~

399680l Fobsdy ©s gmzgmGmonmse Fosermoagbl sl msgolo Lsjdo-
3630l 63503k,

4. geol gdolools gemgds 843l dbmmme gOemzbnm 3sb3L. gyemoals
Lobgemfmegds s googamo asbobsbmg@gds mdasbgmo  gsbmboo.

5. 96mgbamo 336301 mgemgdsdmbomgds, bsdosbmdols Falo s ©sdme-
30090emmdals 43636808 3sbalsbrag@gds mGasbmmo  336mboo.

dgbea 69. Lobgmdfogem suoogol bsdbsbagmo

L. Loxstim 33srmzgmemdals 9539di80sbemdals s 3635600835m@gdmemgdols
b IgbsFymdse Lsdogxgdm babldgdolbs ©s Tbgs Loxsdm cglag®ly-
S0l a33cggbgdsls s bstixgel bgosdbgogamemdl Lsbgmdfogem o=
3ol Ladlbsbao. ogo gxmgdsdmbogmos sa®gmag 8953mdmls bsggobsblim-
Lsdgm@bge  gmbBdmmol  Tbgs  Lsbgmdfogm  oasbmms  Lsgdosbmds,
Forngobmls 3s6emsdabdl Logsesbsbsom 336mbdwgdmmdols btrgmymaol
§obspsegdgdo.

2. Lobgmdfogm snoogol Lsdbsbn®l bgrddmgsbgmmdls aq9bg®senmdo
310 ME0, G™dgmbsg 5 Jol  gooo 3561839680l msgdxemdsdols
Fooeanbgdon Lemmo Bgdspaqbemmdols nddmsgmgbmdon o@hggls Sstgms-
dq6)0.

32.] %?)ngra%’mgm 0ol Ladbsba®o msgol bsddosbmdsdo @sdmgowy-

dgmr0s.
4. Lobgedfogm sgeoBol Lsdbsba®o sbas@modgzsmmegdnmoas 3s61esdg6-

Bob Fobsdg. Fgmofedo mexg®, dogxgdol Igbermmagdol Fobsbfscmo
36356030ls s beargmo sbgs¢0dol Fotreagbol Mmb, Labgmdfogem sv-
ool Lsdbsby®o 3s6emsdgbdl Fotrmoagbl dmbligbgdsls domsg@mdols «b-
35608086 8333309800, b gemoeeBo gembgem — msgobo Lsddo-
3630l 635603k,

5. Lobgmdfogm sneodols Lsdbsby®o mbenbggmygmal Legsem babliog-
S0l dsrmgol ebBOmmls 3seemsdgbBol doge.

6. Lobgmdfogm sqoogol Lsdbsbamol mumadsdmlorgds, Lg®mddnms,
bsJdosbmdols Falbo s ©sdmrioegdmmmdals gs@sbBos gsbobsbmatgds -
33bgmo  33bmboo.

980Los-  (emso. Emission) - 258008370s. @W@aﬁ%m;ﬁ@&; l

gsbosbo  Jomamegdols, gggmols  gsdmdggds.
303mJ(393980 333mlsd3980 gmol dgFwgs.

102



3. The National Bank shall be independent in its activity. Only the admin-
istrative and capital expenditure of the National Bank shall be subject to
supervision and control provided for by Article 69 of the Constitution.
The National Bank shall be accountable to Parliament and shall annually
submit an activity report to it.

4. Only the National Bank shall have the right to money emission. The
name and unit of currency shall be determined by the organic law.

5. The competences, procedure for the activity and guarantees for the in-
dependence of the National Bank, shall be determined by the organic law.

Article 69. State Audit Office

1. The use and expenditure of budgetary funds and other public resources
shall be supervised by the State Audit Office, with the purpose of facili-
tating the efficiency and accountability of public governance. It shall also
be entitled to scrutinise the activities of other state bodies of fiscal and
economic control and to submit proposals on improving tax legislation
to Parliament.

2. The State Audit Office is led by the General Auditor, who shall be elect-
ed by a majority of the total number of the Members of Parliament for a
term of 5 years upon nomination by the Chairperson of Parliament.

3. The State Audit Office shall be independent in its activity.

4. The State Audit Office shall be accountable to Parliament. Twice a year,
together with the submission of preliminary and full reports on the execu-
tion of the State Budget, the State Audit Office shall submit to Parliament
its conclusions on the Government report. Once a year, it shall submit to
Parliament its own activity report.

5. The State Audit Office shall ensure the control of public funds by Par-
liament.

6. The competences, structure, procedure for the activity and guarantees
for the independence of the State Audit Office shall be determined by the
organic law.

Emission - (Latin Emission) -
money issuance. Print money
for money in circulation.
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Chapter Eight
State Defence and Security

Article 70. Defence Forces

1. Defensive war shall be a sovereign right of Georgia.

2. The defence of Georgia shall be every citizen’s duty. The procedure for
performing military service shall be determined by law.

3. For the defence of state independence, sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, as well as for the fulfilment of other tasks related to defence and
security as provided for by the Constitution and international obligations,
Georgia shall have Defence Forces.

4. The types and composition of the Defence Forces shall be defined by
law. The quantity of the Defence Forces shall be approved by a majority
of the total number of the Members of Parliament upon recommendation
by the Government.

5. During martial law, the merging of bodies responsible for state and
public security with the Defence Forces shall be permitted by a decree.

6. The Defence Forces shall act by the orders of the Minister of Defence in
accordance with the procedures established by law and, during a state of
emergency or martial law, by the orders of the Prime Minister.

Article 71. State of emergency and martial law

1. In cases of armed attack, or a direct threat of armed attack on Geor-
gia, the President of Georgia shall, upon recommendation by the Prime
Minister, declare martial law, sign a truce (provided that the appropriate
conditions are in place), and shall immediately present these decisions
to Parliament for approval. The decision to declare martial law shall en-
ter into force upon its announcement. Parliament approves the decision
upon its assembly. If Parliament does not approve the decision following
a vote, it shall become null and void.
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2. In cases of mass unrest, the violation of the country’s territorial integ-
rity, a military coup détat, armed insurrection, a terrorist act, natural or
technogenic disasters or epidemics, or any other situation in which state
bodies lack the capacity to fulfil their constitutional duties normally, the
President of Georgia shall, upon recommendation by the Prime Minister,
declare a state of emergency across the entire territory of the country or
in any part of it, and shall immediately present this decision to Parliament
for approval. The decision shall enter into force upon the announcement
of the state of emergency. Parliament approves the decision upon its as-
sembly. If Parliament does not approve the decision following a vote, it
shall become null and void. Emergency powers shall only apply to the
territory for which the state of emergency is declared.

3. During martial law or a state of emergency, the President of Georgia
shall, upon recommendation by the Prime Minister, issue decrees that
have the force of the organic law, and which shall be in force until the
martial law or the state of emergency has been revoked. A decree related
to the authority of the National Bank shall be issued with the consent of
the President of the National Bank. A decree shall enter into force upon
its issuance. A decree shall be submitted to Parliament immediately. Par-
liament approves the decision upon its assembly. If Parliament does not
approve the decision following a vote, it shall become null and void.

4. During a state of emergency or martial law, the President of Georgia
shall have the right to restrict by decree the rights listed in Articles 13, 14,
15,17, 18, 19, 21 and 26 of the Constitution across the entire territory of
Georgia or in any part of it. During a state of emergency or martial law,
the President of Georgia shall have the right to suspend by decree Articles
13(2)-(6), 14(2), 15(2), 17(3), (5) and (6), 18(2), 19(3) of the Constitution
across the entire territory of Georgia or in any part of it. The President of
Georgia shall immediately submit the decree provided for by this para-
graph to Parliament for approval. A decree on the restriction of a right
shall enter into force upon its issuance, whereas a decree on the suspen-
sion of a norm shall enter into force upon approval by Parliament.
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A decree on the restriction of a right shall be approved in accordance with
the procedure established by paragraph 3 of this article.

5. General elections shall not be held during a state of emergency or mar-
tial law. If a state of emergency is declared in a certain part of the country,
a decision on whether to conduct elections in the rest of the territory of
the country shall be made by Parliament.

6. A decision on revoking a state of emergency or martial law shall be
adopted in accordance with the procedures established for declaring and
approving a state of emergency or martial law.

7. Decisions by Parliament on issues provided for by this article shall be
adopted by a majority of the total number of its members.

Article 72. Use of the Defence Forces

1. Decisions on the use of the Defence Forces during martial law shall be
made by the Prime Minister and shall not require Parliament’s approval.
2. During a state of emergency, the President of Georgia shall take de-
cisions on the use of the Defence Forces upon recommendation by the
Prime Minister, and shall immediately submit the decisions to Parlia-
ment for approval. Decisions shall enter into force upon their approval
by Parliament. During natural or technogenic disasters or epidemics, the
Prime Minister shall take decisions on the use of the Defence Forces, and
these decisions shall not require Parliament’s approval. During natural or
technogenic disasters or epidemics, Parliament shall be authorised to take
decisions on the termination of the use of the Defence Forces.

3.Upon recommendation by the Government, the President shall take
decisions on the use of the Defence Forces in order to meet the country’s
international obligations, and shall immediately submit such decisions to
Parliament for approval. Decisions shall enter into force upon approval
by Parliament.
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4. For the purposes of state defence, in special cases, as well as in cases
provided for by law, the President of Georgia shall, upon recommenda-
tion by the Government, take decisions about the entry, use and move-
ment of military forces of another state in the country. Decisions shall be
immediately submitted to Parliament for approval and shall enter into
force upon approval by Parliament

5. Decisions by Parliament on issues provided for by this article shall be
made by a majority of the total number of its members.

Article 73. National Defence Council

1. During martial law, a consultative body - the National Defence Coun-
cil - shall be created and shall be chaired by the President of Georgia. The
National Defence Council shall be composed of the President of Georgia,
the Prime Minister, the Chairperson of Parliament, the Minister of De-
fence and the Commander of the Defence Forces. By the decision of the
President of Georgia, individual members of Parliament and of the Gov-
ernment may be invited to become members of the Council. The National
Defence Council shall act until the martial law has been revoked.

2. The competences and procedure for the activity of the National Defence
Council shall be determined by law.
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Chapter Nine
Local Self-Government

Article 74. Bodies, boundaries, legal basis of local self-government

1. Citizens of Georgia shall regulate issues of local importance through
representative and executive bodies of local self-government. Represen-
tative bodies shall be elected on the basis of universal, equal and direct
suffrage by secret ballot. Executive bodies shall execute the decisions of
the representative bodies and shall be accountable to them.

2. A self-governing unit is a legal entity under public law. Decisions on the
creation, abolishment or changing the boundaries of a self-governing unit
shall be taken by Parliament upon recommendation by the Government
and in consultation with relevant self-governing units.

3. Local self-governance shall be carried out in accordance with the pro-
cedures established by the organic law.

Article 75. Powers of self-governing units

1. The powers of the state authorities and the self-governing units shall
be separated.

2. Self-governing units shall be authorised to take decisions, on their own
initiative and in compliance with legislation, on all matters that do not fall
within the exclusive powers of the State or of the autonomous republics,
and which are not excluded from the powers of self-governing units by
law.

3. A self-governing unit shall exercise its powers independently and be
responsible for doing so within the ambit of the legislation of Georgia. A
self-governing unit’s powers, as defined by the organic law, shall be full
and exclusive.
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4. The State shall delegate powers to a self-governing unit on the basis of
a legislative act or agreement by transferring the appropriate material and
financial resources.

5. The state authorities shall exercise legal supervision over the activities
of a self-governing unit. To ensure that relevant decisions are made, the
supervision of the activities of a self-governing unit shall be permissible
only with respect to decisions made on the basis of delegated powers.
State supervision shall be exercised in accordance with the procedures
established by the organic law and in accordance with the principle of
proportionality.

Article 76. Guarantees of local self-government

1. A self-governing unit shall have its own property and finances.

2. A self-governing unit shall define its organisational arrangement in-
dependently and in accordance with the organic law, and shall take deci-
sions on staff-related issues independently, in accordance with the organ-
ic law and legislation regulating civil service.

3. A self-governing unit shall be entitled to co-operate with other self-gov-
erning units to exercise its powers, in accordance with the procedures
established by the organic law. A self-governing unit shall be entitled to
join unions of self-governing units, in accordance with the procedures
established by the organic law.

4. The state authorities shall take decisions on issues related to local
self-government in consultation with self-governing units. The procedure
for consultations shall be determined by the organic law.

5. Decisions made by the bodies of local self-government within the
scope of their competence shall be binding in the territory of respective
self-governing units.
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Chapter Eleven
Transitional Provisions

Article 77. Procedure for the revision of the Constitution

1. The Constitution shall be revised by a constitutional law. More than half
of the total number of the Members of Parliament, or no less than 200 000
voters, shall be entitled to submit a draft constitutional law.

2. A draft constitutional law shall be submitted to Parliament, which shall
make the draft public for nation-wide public discussions. Parliament shall
begin deliberations on the draft law 1 month after its publication.

3. A constitutional law shall be considered adopted if it is supported by
at least two thirds of the total number of the Members of Parliament.
The constitutional law shall be submitted to the President of Georgia for
signature within 10 days following its approval, in one hearing, without
amendments by at least two thirds of the total number of the members of
the next Parliament.

4. If supported by at least three fourths of the total number of the Mem-
bers of Parliament, the constitutional law shall be submitted to the Presi-
dent of Georgia for signature within the time frame established by Article
46 of the Constitution.

5. A constitutional law related to the restoration of territorial integrity
shall be adopted by a majority of at least two thirds of the total number
of the Members of Parliament and shall be submitted to the President of
Georgia for signature within the time frame established by Article 46 of
the Constitution.

6. The President of Georgia shall sign and promulgate a constitutional law
in accordance with the procedures established by Article 46 of the Con-
stitution.

7. In case of the declaration of a state of emergency or martial law, delib-
erations on a draft constitutional law shall be suspended until the state of
emergency or martial law has been revoked.
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Chapter Eleven
Transitional Provisions

Article 78. Integration into European and Euro-Atlantic structures

The constitutional bodies shall take all measures within the scope of their
competences to ensure the full integration of Georgia into the European
Union and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
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Provisions related to the establishment of a new edition of the
Constitution of Georgia
Constitutional Law of Georgia 13 October 2017

Article 2.

1. Status of organic law shell be granted to the following laws of Georgia

immediately upon enactment of this law:

a) Law on Official Language;

b) Law of Georgia on Normative Acts;

¢) Law on State Audit Office.

2. Prior to recognition of the Parliament’s authority elected at the next

elections, the Parliament shall consist of 77 members elected through pro-

portional system and 73 members elected through majoritarian system.

Prior to recognition of the Parliament’s authority elected at the next elec-

tions, faction should consist of at least six members of the Parliament. Pri-

or to recognition of the Parliament’s authority elected at the next elections,

Parliament members nominated by one political shall be entitled to create

more than one faction.

3. In case of the first appointment, before the appointment for an indef-

inite period, a judge may be appointed for a trial period of three years,

until December 31, 2024.Reservation on lifetime appointment of judges

shall apply to the judges appointed for a certain term only in case of their

appointment for an indefinite period according to the rule set under the

organic law.

4. The amendments to the second chapter of the constitution shall not

cause annulment of the decisions on admissibility of the claims brought

to the constitutional court. However, if necessary, changes of normative

bases of admissibility might occur in accordance to the amendments of

second chapter of the constitution.

5. The Constitutional Law on Autonomous Republic of Ajara may be ad-

opted with the title different from the title, which is defined by the actual

relevant constitutional clause before enactment of this law.

6. For the duration of 12 years after the enactment of this law, introduction

of a new type of common state tax, except for excise tax, or increasing the

upper limit of the current rate by the type of common state tax may only

be possible through a referendum, except for cases prescribed in the or-

ganic law. Only the Government shall have the right to initiate a referen-

dum. Introduction or change of a tax shall not be deemed as an introduc
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tion of a new type of common state tax or an increase in the marginal rate, which
represents an alternative to the current tax or replaces the current tax and at the
same time does not increase the tax burden. Neither, tax rate changes by the type
of tax within the current marginal rate shall be deemed as an introduction of a new
type of common state tax or an increase in the marginal rate. Pension and insur-
ance contributions shall be regulated by the law and do not represent taxes or fees.
7. Upon entry into force of this law, appointed chairman of the Supreme Court
officially enters in the High Council of Justice and presides it over his term of office
until the expiry date as the chairman of the Supreme Court

8. Upon entry into force of this law, Main Prosecutor appointed by that time shall
acquire the authority of Prosecutor General for the remaining term of office.

9. The Parliament elected at the next parliamentary elections based on universal,
free, equal and direct suffrage shall consist of 77 members elected through pro-
portional system and 73 members elected through majoritarian system by secret
ballot for the term of 4 years. As a result of proportionally held elections, mandates
of members of the Parliament shall be distributed to those political parties which
receive at least 3 percent of electoral votes. Rules and terms for participation in
elections as well as the rule for distribution of mandates of members of the Parlia-
ment shall be defined by electoral legislation.

10. The President of Georgia in the next presidential elections shall be elected for
the term of 6 years.
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