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8-hour lecture course in Digital Telecommunications:_ Channel
coding.

The topics aroused interest. They expressed their desire for me to visit
them for these lectures again next year.
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| had been selected to udertake Erasmus+ Staff Teaching Mobility at
John Paul Il University in Biata Podlaska (For period_ 19-23 May, 2025).
| arrived on Saturday 17/05/20025 at noon and found out that
the one guiding me was attending a conference. He (Mr. Piotr Lichograj
—the Head of the Department of Computer Science ) offered me to
attend. Despite the fact that the conference was being held in their
native language, it was still fairly clear: The end of the meeting they
were discussing the main problem, which was about the declining birth
rate and how it would cause many problems in their land in the future.
Including the possibility of decreased number of students and half of
the lecturers ending up without a job.
On Sunday everyone is resting and the Library is not open for students
too, but everyone prefers to work from home anyway.
On Monday, from early morning, an anniversary concert was held and |
was invited. The event was dedicated to the hosting university’s 25 year
anniversary. The participants taking part were students, who were
educated in classical music by city’s musical academy as well. The last
participants were the university’s male and female choir members that
performed the hymn dedicated to John Paul Il the second. After that,
the Rector came up on stage and with exited emotions and expressed
his gratitude.
After that, Mr. Piotr Lichograj —( the Head of the Department of
Computer Science ) helped me to organize and lead the 8 hour lectures.
When he asked about the necessary equipment for the lectures, |
answered: “just a big blackboard and a chalk”. In the auditorium, | was
met with an electronic blackboard. It came with a special pen and was
comfortable to use. (with his request, the university purchased 14 same
kind blackboards instead of 7).
On Wednesday, because of the good weather, Agnieszka Kaliszuk
(Erasmus+ Coordinator) and Magdalena Maciejuk took me for a tour to
see the sights by the university’s car. Among them we saw the ruins of
the royal family palace, the library, the old post office, the music school,




the center where all the important events of the city are held. There are
many parks in this small city and even more churches than shops,
including 2 Orthodox ones. We also visited the memorial sculpture of
Lech Kaczynski and his wife (because their plane crash occurred near
this territory). We saw a large white monument of the Archangel
Michael (who kills the monster). It turns out that the patron saint of this
city was the Archangel Michael, as well as the host university until the
death of John Paul II.

On Thursday and Friday evenings, there were student days,
which are held every year at this time (in the last days of May). I
attended this event. Due to the rain, a musical quiz was first organized
within the walls of the university. On one side of the competition
were students, and on the other side were the university rector,
lecturers and even the city president_ Michat Litwiniuk (it turns out
that he was a former employee of this university and always pays a lot
of attention). This time, the elders prevailed. The white owl_the
university's symbol, handed over the keys to the rector and the
president. I congratulated them as well, and they both shook hands
with warm words and admiration. The Rector _ Prof. dr hab. Jerzy
Nitychoruk took a commemorative photo with me (Fig. 1). Then the
celebration continued in an open space - at the university sports field
(stadium), where, for security reasons, everyone underwent special
checks at the entrance. When they saw me (I saw them for the first
time), they said to me: "We know that you are our honored guest
from Georgia, and please, come directly”. Then, The head of the civil
engineering department_Elizbieta Szczygielska personally prepared
a delicious cocktail for me, decorated with an orchid flower. So, The
university welcomed me so warmly and with all its attention." Then,
with music playing in the background, Assistant Professor Magda
Konieczna and I were talking about her dissertation topic.

On Saturday, Piotr and his three-year-old daughter, Hanna,
gave me university souvenirs, saw me off, put me on the train, and
said: _When you get home, let us know that you arrived safely. And
we look forward to seeing you next year here again for this lecture
course.They are such attentive and warm people.

It is noteworthy that for both students and employees, the
entire university is designed with great comfort: warm, bright
auditoriums, modern equipment, computers, large electronic boards,
places for relaxation, entertainment, work and food(snacking). For
visiting students and invited lecturers, there is a very comfortable
“student hotel” in the yard, which is very convenient and comfortable
for everyone.

The religious aspect is one of the most important things for this
university. They respect their faith. There is a large picture of the
Pope _John Paul II at the entrance, and a cross with the image of




Christ is attached to the doors inside the auditoriums. But this does
not prevent or in any way restrict students or lecturers of any faith
who come to study.

Thank you very much! It was a great opportunity to share
experiences and build international cooperation.

(Pictures are given below: Fig 1; Fig. 2.)










