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Introduction
“Case Analysis of the Georgian Transport Sector, Interoperability
and Intermodality with the European Systems”

It is known that due to strategically important geographical
location, Georgia has a key transit function across the Caucasus and
even out of its territory. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
transport routes of Georgia returned to their own function. Accord-
ing to experts, in the assessment of global economic and political
processes in the world, the volume of turnover in parallel to trade
between East and West in the nearest future will increase, and
therefore the function of the Transcaucasian corridor of Georgia is
expanding. In its turn, interoperability of the Georgian transport
sector with Furopean and international systems and the
intermodality of the sector is a necessary condition for proper
utilization of the Georgian transit corridor.

While it is important to note that when we study current
state of problem, despite the fact that many of the major projects
have been implemented in terms of improvement and
modernization of transport field - including interoperability with

international transport systems, the current situation in the
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transport industry still prevents the country (region) to utilize
transport potential entirely.

In this paper we describe the problems in this regard in the
transport sector and offer the ways to solve the problems,
considering the current situation.

The monograph is about "Georgia-EU Association
Agreement", which was signed in 2014. Unlike the international
treaties and agreements signed in previous years, this agreement is
one of the most important documents. It has formed a new legal
framework for cooperation between Georgia and the EU. This is so
called The new Generation Agreement, as in contrast to previously
signed agreements, it comprises the Free Trade Area Component
(DC FTA) and envisages significant mechanisms for closer ties with
the EU, including in all areas of transport. The 6™ Chapter of the
Agreement is entirely dedicated to transport.

The obligations and issues under the agreement are a new
challenge for Georgian society. At the government level, with the
participation of the executive and legislative agencies, NGOs and
other competent organizations and specialists, the process is
currently undergoing a difficult but essential process of reforming

- adoption of EU regulations in practice.
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We note that the complete study of this monograph topic was
never carried out except some newspaper articles of individual
experts. Accordingly, scientific study in the context of
interoperability and intermodality of Georgian transport sector
(land, rail, air, aviation and marine transport) with the European
systems, issues associated with EU Association Agreement in the
transport sector is of a great importance, that enabled us to prepare
different scientific analyzes and conclusions based on the results of
the research.

In the scientific context the project is one of the first serious
steps because as a result of the work done, we presented the
following:

A) It is the first time when scientists discussed the issue of
conformity of the Georgian transport and its related infrastructure
with EU standards;

B) We covered in a single document and identified more or
less technical and engineering shortcomings of the main transport
infrastructure of Georgia. We discussed the capacity of the power
and the technical and legislative norms they use as a guidance. Con-
sequently, it was possible to assess the sectoral intermodality and

future potential;
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C) We drafted theoretical narrative on the issues in the con-
text of interoperability and intermodality with the European sys-
tems in the field of transportation (road, rail, aviation and marine)
operating in Georgia. Namely, we assessed compatibility of tech-
nical, security, legislative and other parameters and norms of major
transport sectors in Georgia with international standards;

D) We made scientific analysis of all the problems in the
transportation sector operating in Georgia. Namely, we described
the current situation in the specific areas of transport; We analysed
the specific fields in terms of compatibility with European transport
systems, so this part of the project is not just a description but a
comparison, explanation and analysis.

E) We reviewed prospects of Georgian transport system in
the context of regional integration. We considered that Georgia's
geographical location makes a pretty attractive environment for
strong international players;

F) Our vision is presented in the monograph on further
prospects of fully adapting the European standards into Georgian
transport system, providing information about the possible positive
effects and opportunities that will provide long-term perfection of

the transport system.
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The paper is a novelty due to the fact that this is the first
monograph study of the problematic aspects of interoperability and
intermodality of Georgian transport sector with the international
systems. Till present there had not been published any materials
produced in one of the above-mentioned directions in Georgia.
Accordingly, the project has a huge practical importance.

We believe that we published the document that will facili-
tate better informing of the public, government authorities, other
stakeholders and interested persons, that finally will support devel-
opment of the industry and facilitate the development of the field
of transportation and cooperation with international community.

As a result of the project, two scientific articles on the results
of the research were published in English language and four
scientific articles have been prepared in Georgian language. With
the aim of promoting the topic popularization and publication of
research results, numerous reports were made in international and

local scientific conferences, by organizing presentations and public
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Conclusion

Thus, as we find in the materials processed and as described
above, Georgia recently has taken a number of important steps towards
stimulating intermodal transportation in the Georgian transport sector
and achieving interoperability with European transport systems, but
as shown above, there is still much to be done for final regulation.

Obviously, competition today is not running only between
companies and industrial countries but regions and transport corridors
compete between each other. Georgia is a natural logistics hub through
its favorable geostrategic location. In addition, Georgia belongs to the
countries of the world where all major types of transport are
functioning.  Consequently, transport and  transportation
infrastructure plays a very strategic role in the country's national
farming, which naturally gives a great opportunity for development.

However, it should be noted that the identification of the above-
mentioned problems does not allow the country's transport system to
fully utilize this potential. The research shows that today the level of
development of transport sector types in Georgia is different. Except
of some individual cases, it mostly does not meet the situation of
developed countries, including the EU's standard norms and requires

systemic modernization.
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The major problems of transport in Georgia are: Physical and
technical malfunction of basic infrastructures, outdated fleet and
rolling stock, low speed of motor and railway traffic and low safety
quality. Legislative regulations are often incompatible with Western
standards, including environmental impacts and can not meet modern
requirements, etc.;

However, it is noteworthy that, in contrast to previous years,
Georgia has been transformed into an absolutely different mode of
relations with the European Union (meaning "Association
Agreement"), which provides more opportunities and perspectives in
the field of reform and promotion in the country. Although the
agreements does not define the criteria and formalities for further final
purposes (for instance, the criteria required for membership in the
EU), it provides the continuous process of approximation and
harmonization with EU standards in many fields, among them in
transport.

The identification of compatibility of Georgia's transport
infrastructure with international standards revealed that for
intermodality and interoperability of Georgian transport system with
the European one and to ensure greater involvement into international
logistics systems, we need to provide modernization of all types of
transport infrastructure and fleet, fully implement EU norms and

standards in road, rail, aviation and marine transport.
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The reform process and the fulfillment of the obligations are a
new challenge for the Georgian society and may be painful for some
members of society. Nevertheless, reforms are necessary. The
development rate is entirely dependent on the Government's
commitment and its success.

Despite the numerous opinions, we have a real basis today that
the prospective of Georgia's integration with the European Union
seems to be irreversible, and it is quite realistic and its development is
inviolable and is of a great importance for Georgia. We believe that
bringing the Georgian transport system closer to European systems
will give more prospects and possibilities to move to a more deep
political, economic and regional integration with Europe, which will
benefit the country.

We are happy if the findings and recommendations of the
research presented in this monograph will be helpful for competent
organizations and stakeholders. The monograph is prepared on the
basis of the Young Scientists' Grant of Shota Rustaveli National Science

Foundation (N YS-2016-41).
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