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Abstract

Kashveti (Kvashveti) architectural complex has a special role in the history of Thbilisi,
which is due to its location, as well as its historical, architectural and artistic values. As the sym-
bol of Georgian public awareness raising and of its national spiritual revival, in the 20th centu-
ry this church created basis for the tendency of restoring national architectural forms. Kashveti
architectural complex is located on Rustaveli Avenue, in the centre of Tbilisi. It changed its
appearance several times. Today its form differs from the initial one and exists this way in the
history of Georgian architecture. Our task is to study architectural complex of Kashveti, most
importantly its main building - the Church of St. George. This monument is significant on ev-
ery level of its existence due to its meaning. Despite its special location, monographic research
of it, as an architectural monument has not taken place until now.

The research has following aims: based on collecting and studying factual resources
and using parallel architectural material, to describe and analyse architectural types of famous
churches existing during the history of Kashveti; for establishing contemporary church’s ar-
chitectural and artistic significance, to determine an urgent issue — with its plan and décor, is
Kashveti a copy of Samtavisi, as the majority of researchers believe, or is it the imitation of
Samtavisi due to its individual originality and artistic values? The research aims to find out
what role the church had in the history of Georgian architecture. Accordingly, it will be pos-
sible to represent with due completeness architectural and historical issues of the monument, as
well as those concerning the relation of Georgian religious building’s appearance to the urban
environment. Finally, the work about the architectural complex of Kashveti is created.

The urgency of the topic, the aims and innovation concerning historical, architectural
and artistic research of Kashveti are discussed in the introduction.

The first chapter contains a review of literature about Kashveti. More precisely, it dis-
cusses scientific works, periodical articles and printed media material regarding Kashveti. The
literature review showed that despite its location and long history, very few studies are avail-

able about Kashveti. The majority of them just mention it and only few of them are specifically
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about the church. The material here also mentions archival resources concerning Kashveti.

The second chapter is about the history of Kashveti. It contains written and narrative
material about Kashveti Church of St. George. It also presents the assumptions such as the ex-
istence of “Garetubani” settlement in the period of Assyrian Fathers, or activities of St. Father
David in Thilisi.

The third chapter consists of subchapters concerning the structure of the buildings of
Kashveti architectural complex. The description of every building of the complex is presented
in a chronological order: the hall church, the tetraconchs from the 6th and the 18th centuries,
Kashveti Church of St. George (1904-1910), the lower church, the bell tower, Baratashvili
crypt and chapel, also the church shop and the church house.

The fourth chapter is dedicated to the architectural analysis of the buildings of Kashve-
ti complex. Its structure also follows chronology. The chapter starts by describing assumed ar-
chitectural form of the nunnery, which existed here when St. Davit Garejeli (David of Gareja)
arrived. We provide the analysis of the first tetraconch from the 6th century, which according
to researchers was built here after St. David left Tbilisi. Our arguments regarding it are based
on the material concerning the larger tetraconch building, built here in mid 18th century. Com-
parative analysis of the new main church of Kashveti, built in 1904-1910 and Samtavisi, show
that despite similarities of plans and décor, Kashveti has several individual aspects. It was de-
termined by the requirement of the new era and gives significant architectural and artistic value
to the church. The research showed that the architect did not aim to exactly “copy” Samtavisi,
but rather using the system of the fagade’s art created the building, which looked like Samtavisi
in its appearance, but was different with its content. Simultaneously, the architect also aimed
to determine the church’s role in the development of the city, as well as its adjustment to the
urban structure.

The conclusion presents a consecutive research of changing forms of Kashveti archi-
tectural complex during its long history. Based on the study of the material, architectural, artis-
tic and stylistic analysis, we see what role Kashveti had in the history of Georgian architecture.
The comparison determined how close Kashveti is to Samtavisi. Finally, a separate study, dedi-
cated to Kashveti architectural monument was created. It combines its rich past, architectural
and stylistic analysis and its role and significance in both, old and contemporary urban struc-

tures of Thilisi.
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